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                Improving public understanding of nursing.

                Challenging inaccurate depictions of nursing in the media.
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                      See "Letter to my abuser" 
by Tristin Kate Smith
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                        Reduce nurse suicide 
Write to Congress, ask them to pass
federal legislation (H.R.2530 and S.1113)
 requiring minimum nurse-to-patient ratios
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today
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                        Be part of the solution! Ask your nursing school, organization, journal or hospital to join The Coalition for Better Understanding of Nursing -- our new initiative to change how the world thinks about nursing. Learn more!
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                                        [image: Urge Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt to apologize and make amends for its episode best summarized with the comment Thank God for stupid nurses]
                                    

                                    

                                    
                                    
                                        [image: Ask Cardi B to find a Halloween outfit that doesn't degrade nurses]
                                    

                                    


                                    
                                    
                                        [image: Urge Google and Ascension to rename their data mining project to avoid associating itself with nursing]
                                    

                                    
                                    
                                    
                                        [image: On the Good Doctor, physician characters do everything that matters, including all of the nursing work that is in any way important or dramatic. Ask the producers to bring on major nurse characters and have them do the nursing work instead of the physician characters]
                                    

                                    
                                    
                                    
                                        [image: Urge Netflix and Ryan Murphy to cancel their Nurse Ratched show featuring nurses as stereotypical battleaxes]
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                                        [image: Urge Eric and Bill Teitelbaum to apologize and make amends for suggesting nurse practitioners provide inadequate care]
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                Upcoming speaking engagement: 

                 [image: Synergis]Presentation to nursing deans: Synergis will be offering a periodic hour-long Nursing Leadership Forum for all Synergis partner nurse leaders. Our upcoming forum will feature Sandy Summers, the executive director of The Truth About Nursing, www.truthaboutnursing.org. Sandy is the co-author of the book Saving Lives: Why the Media’s Portrayal of Nursing Puts Us All at Risk. She speaks frequently about empowering nurses to improve public perception of the profession, and her sessions are always both inspirational and informative regarding the state of nursing. 



                This free forum will be an invitation-only event and we will have time for questions/discussion. The forum will be offered online via Teams or Zoom. We are inviting all nursing deans from our partner schools, your nursing program directors (all nursing programs, not just those in partnership with Synergis), and lead faculty involved in program development with Synergis. For more information contact Carole Eldridge at  [image: Carole Eldridge email] 

                
                How can nurses become fierce patient advocates?

                Our executive director Sandy Summers delivers the graduation speech at Widener University


                
                    
                

                

            


            
                Recent Notable Events


                Strategic Research Alliance
 The University of Sheffield in partnership with The Royal College of Nursing


                
                    [image: University of Sheffield Royal College of Nursing Strategic Research Alliance] Sandy Summers recently presented
                        to a panel with UK nursing leaders. Stay tuned for the archived version of the presentation.
                

            


            
                The Truth About Nursing's founder and executive director, Sandy Summers, presented to meeting of the Strategic Research Alliance,
                    in partnership with the Royal College of Nursing, held at the University of Sheffield. Nursing professors organized a consensus development project from 2018-2023 and are conducting "a new programme of research activity,
                    supporting the development of nursing research evidence and nurse research capacity. Ultimately the work will seek to influence public policy and promote better outcomes for the population and the NHS (the UK's National
                    Health Service) workforce." 


                In 2020 the Alliance is addressing five questions in UK nursing care, one of which is: "What are the best ways of informing and engaging the public about nursing?" Sandy Summers, RN, MSN, MPH, attended to present on this question
                    and engage with a lay panel via Zoom on October 19, 2020 in Sheffield, England. See more information on the Strategic Research Alliance web pages. 

            


            
                See more recent events

                


                Book The Truth About Nursing's founder and executive director Sandy Summers to speak at your next event! 
 

                
                     [image: Sandy Summers]
                

            

            
                
                [image: book cover, Saving lives]
                 Learn more about Saving Lives
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                Get involved in changing how people think about nursing! Can you adopt just one strategy on our extensive action plan to be part of the effort to transform public understanding of nursing?
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                                [image: Our leaders' book Saving Lives won two book of the  year awards from the American Journal of Nursing and from Sigma Theta Tau international nursing honor society]
                            

                            

                            
                            
                                [image: After we awarded rock star Jack White one of our "Worst Media Depiction of the Year awards," he sent us a mock award in return and we engaged in a public debate about the media's influence on nursing]
                            

                            


                            
                            
                                [image: The View's Joy Behar and Michelle Collins; Kellie Johnson, Miss Colorado]
                            

                            
                            
                            
                                [image: Dr. Phil he has seen many "cute little nurses" who are out to "seduce and marry" physicians "because that's their ticket out of having to work as a nurse." Dr. Phil apologized for his comments and hosted two on-air segments to make amends to nurses after a Truth campaign]
                            

                            
                            
                            [image: Disney's Lab Rats</em> apologized for suggesting nurse practitioners are flunky versions of physicians after a 2013 Truth campaign]
                            

                            
                            
                            
                                [image: The Baltimore Sun published the Truth's op-ed on the value of nursing and why we need a Nobel Prize in Nursing]
                            

                            
                            
                            
                                [image: Dos Equis digitally edited out nurse characteristics from its Most Interesting Man in the World commercial after the Beer Marketing Code of Ethics panel agreed with the Truth's petition]
                            

                            
                            
                            
                                [image: The Truth's 3,000 letter campaign led to the removal of this Skechers ad featuring Christina Aguilera]
                            

                            
                            
                            
                                [image: Dr. Oz dancing with a naughty nurse--Dr. Oz twice featured naughty nurses in 2010. The Truth's campaign led to global news coverage of it, and the show's subsequent apology and improvement]
                            

                            
                            
                            
                                [image: After 31,000 people signed a petition championed by Milka Stojanovic and Tyler Kuhk, the Truth successfully negotiated with MTV that they make amends in several important ways for Scrubbing In]
                            

                            
                            
                            
                            
                                [image: Dallas Mavericks basketball dancers performed to Robert Palmer's Bad Case of Loving You in naughty nurse outfits. After a couple hundred Truth About Nursing supporters signed a petition, the manager called to say they were retiring the use of the naughty nurse outfits]
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                Educate the public about the value of nursing!

                
                    [image: Save Lives. Be a Nurse. bumper sticker]
                

                
                

                 Get "Save Lives. Be a Nurse." bumper stickers to share!

                

            

        

    



    
    


    

    


    
    
    


    
    
    
    


    
    

 
    


