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Letter from the Chair

Dear Friends,

Developments here at home and abroad in 2023 presented opportunities and
challenges for The 1990 Institute. For one, the adoption of Asian American

and Pacific Islander (AAPI) and ethnic studies by states around the country
has been an exciting journey to follow, but implementation still varies depending on how the
legislative mandate was written. Curriculum standards are emerging at various state and local
levels, and a majority of the current primary and secondary school teachers are now clamoring to
absorb the material to deliver the subject matters to their students.

The geographic dispersion of AAPIs in the U.S. further complicates the focus and topics being
considered at the school, district, and state levels. Moreover, while the Biden Administration
attempts to stabilize U.S.-China relations, the general negative perception about China and her
people continues to harm Chinese Americans, and to a larger extent Asian Americans, due to the
perpetual foreigner, model minority, and monolith myths.

It is under this environment that in early 2023 at our annual Board retreat, The 1990 Institute
reviewed and reaffirmed our mission of advocating for equitable treatment of Asian Americans and
a constructive bilateral relationship between the U.S. and China. We scaffolded our mission with a
North Star vision to be a leading national education and information hub for AAPI and US-China
studies and a robust three-year strategy and activities to ensure that our youth and life-long
learners are equipped with apolitical, nuanced information. We collaborated with our allies, calling
for the visibility of Asian American stories, the critical link between U.S.-China relations and the rise
of anti-Asian sentiments in the U.S., particularly within educational settings.

Collaborating with other like-minded organizations has been a key strategy of the Institute to
maximize the impact of our work in the current complicated environment, and we appreciated
learning from while sharing our experiences with our peers and colleagues.

Looking ahead to 2024, we stay the course for our educational programs while working to increase
adoption of our materials and engagement in the classrooms and building stronger partnerships
with allies to address the local AAPI education needs and call for a national solution that creates a
sense of belonging for all students and their communities.

Education is a long game, and the seeds we sow now may take time to bear fruit. But we have
accomplished so much in 2023 thanks to you; | am grateful for your steadfast support over the
years as we built our organization over three decades to what we are today.

It is with great pleasure that | present to you our 2023 Annual Report, which encapsulates the
collective efforts, milestones, and impact we achieved together. It serves as a testament to the
dedication, resilience, and unwavering commitment of our entire 1990 Institute community. Thank
you for shaping the trajectory of our journey throughout this year and for your continued generosity
to help us in making 2024 another transformative year. /

Grace Yu
Chair 03



2023 at a glance

With generous support from our funders and partners, the 1990 Institute

continued grow its reach and im
leading voices in middle and hig

h

act, whille finding its place as one of the
school education on Asian American

Pacific Islander and ethnic studies.

We were featured in:

4 N

e “Asian American Students Weigh in on the
End of Affirmative Action” - PBS NewsHour,

August 9, 2023

¢ “In the face of racism, Asian Americans keep

moving forward on the road of resistance” -
UN News (China Division), March 30, 2023

Together with you, we organized, produced,

and published:

e 4 Teachers Workshops

e 1Teachers affinity group meeting
e 4 original long-form videos

e 25 short-form videos

e 2 webinars
e 25 newsletters

e 95 profiles of Asian American trailblazers
whose stories you should know

e 1 essay contest, with 2 first-place winners
and 2 runner-up winners

e 4 new educational toolkits
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We also had the great privilege of being able to support, participate,
and co-organize many events with our partners.
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A Fireside Chat with Professor Michael Davidson
from UC San Diego
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Teacher Support

1990 Institute Teachers Workshop

ASIAN AMERICAN
TRAILBLAZERS IN
CIVIL RIGHTS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2023
5:00-6:30 PM PT

LOCATION: Alice Fong Yu

Alternative School in
San Francisco, CA

This multifaceted event for
middlefhigh scheol teachers
highlights Asian American
pioneers and pivotal court
cases that changed the
landscape of U.S. civil rights

LAUREEN CHEW RUSSELL JEUNG
At udbes Asian A oor
= Build solidarity and

community with others

« Share open-source tools
and resources that can be
incorporated into the
classroom

« Learn about experiences
and advocacy efforts in
implementing AAPL
ethnie studies curricula

LIANA SZETO
Frincipal

U.S.-CHINA RELATIONS

COEXISTENCE IN A
CHANGING WORLD

8 TEACHERS WORKSHOP |

MARY KAY MAGISTAD ROBERT DALY
Deputy Director of the Dirgctor of the Kissinger Institute
Centar on U.S.~China on China and the United States

at the Wilson Center

1990

INSTITUTE

DAVID fIRESTEIN
sident and CEO of the
Cmmqnv BshFo nc;nc»
far U.5.-China Relation:

muns28

Aelations at Asia Soclety

6™ EDT
3™ PDT

1990 Institute's
Inaugural Teachers Forum

Thursday, April 27

Julie Nguyen Dr.

Supporting school teachers to network, learn, and
strategize on implementing AAPI or ethnic studies.
Registration link in bie.

TEACHERS WORKSHOP

Since 2013, the 1990 Institute has organized
and convened educators on the West Coast at
in-person one-day workshops to learn about
contemporary China and U.S.-China relations.
Over the years, we shifted from in-person to
virtual workshops and expanded our offering
to include education about AAPI history and
culture to combat anti-Asian discrimination
and violence against our communities while
supporting the nascent movement in
implementing AAPI/ethnic studies in K-12
curricula.

Considered our flagship program, the
Teachers Workshop program’s main objective
is to provide middle and high school teachers
with curated 90-minute lectures and
discussions with leading experts on the
proposed topics so that teachers have the
resources and tools to effectively implement
AAPI and ethnic studies within the context of
today’s geopolitical realities.

In 2023, we organized four quarterly
workshops, with two workshops focused on
AAPI studies and two workshops focused on
contemporary China or U.S.-China relations.
Still the same great content and opportunity
for educators to be in dialogue with the
experts.

TEACHERS FORUM

In 2023, in an effort to provide additional
support in implementing AAPI/ethnic studies to
our educator cohort, many of whom are
teaching it for the first time, we organized an
inaugural closed-door affinity group meeting to
continue the conversations from the
Workshops. Our first event focused on
mindfulness and mental health for students
and teachers in and outside of the classroom,
especially when navigating difficult topics, like
exclusion.
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Teacher Support

In 2023, our Teachers
Workshop and Teachers
Forum convening brought
together:

19 speakers

780+ registrants

37 states

11 countries

1,400 additional views on

recordings
TEACHING
ASIAN AMERICAN NARRATIVES - e
THUGHTATLRE N et

TEACHERS WORKSHOP

)

Bochen Han Kaiser Kuo Amy Qin
South China Morming Post Sinica Podcast Founder The New York Times
U.S. Comespondent gg.;g::;,;:d Nasional G
Education at Michigan State University  New York City Public School System PT
: 3:30PM
chsmo7|sng ww|l [CoNovIS|ENE 190

“Thank you and the 1990 Institute for hosting the June Teachers Workshop
featuring very distinguished guest speakers. | found the workshop inspiring
and informative.” - New York educator

“I was excited for this learning activity and learning about titles to use in
the classroom. Thank you for providing this webinar.” — Chicago Public
School teacher

“This is a topic I've been looking for. Thank you.” — San Francisco Unified
School District teacher

"A most wonderful seminar.” - Adjunct Professor at Tongji University
Shanghai, and co-founder of a platform/ a circle of 100 K-12 principals
across Asia




Teacher Resources

Supplementing our Teachers Workshop and Forum, 1990 Institute creates
and curates essays, profiles of individuals that highlight AAPI's
multifaceted history and culture, and videos — all of which are housed in
our Reference Library, with a goal of revamping and establishing our
Reference Library as the one-stop digital content platform for teachers,
students, and the public for apolitical, nuanced information on AAPI
and US-China studies.

TPS COLLECTIVE

By and For the Teaching with Primary Sources Community

Engaging Teachers and Students with the Asian
American Education Project’s Primary Sources and
Multimedia Lesson Plans

POSTED ON 2023 NOVEMBER 27 BY ADMIN

By Ray Pun

1990 Institute’s Reference Library featured in a write-up by Ray Pun, academic and research librgrian at the Alder
Graduate School of Education and 50th President of the Chinese American Librarians Association (CALA) & the 42nd

President of the Asian Pacific American Librarians Association (APALA).

CULTURE HISTORY MAKERS

AMY TAN IS THE CELEBRATED AUTHOR OF CONNIE CHUNG IS A TRAILBLAZING JOSEPHINE SANTIAGO-BOND IS THE
THE JOY LUCK CLUB AND MORE BOOKS JOURNALIST AND THE FIRST ASIAN CO-CREATOR OF THE ADVANCED
ABOUT CHINESE AMERICAN WOMEN AND AMERICAN TO ANCHOR A MAJOR ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT BRANCH
THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE. NETWORK NEWSCAST. AT NASA'S KENNEDY SPACE CENTER.

In 2023, we continued our highly successful New Asian American Voices features,
posting 95 profiles of Asian American trailblazers, whose stories and experiences are
often unsung. The program has grown since 2022, amassing an increase of 35% in
audience and 1315% in impressions. Be on the lookout for exciting news about this
project in 2024!

We also partnered again with UC San Diego and 1990 THE

welcomed new partner the Carter Center on our China | | CHINA FOCUS
Focus College Essay Contest to encourage
undergraduate students and recent graduates to ESSAY_ CONTEST
develop a more nuanced understanding of modern
China and the implications of its rise as a superpower
through research and writing.. Two first prizes and 2
runner up prizes were awarded, and the winners of the
“1990 Institute Prize” participated in a webinar and 4, An-AloeTihd | Kateina Yarg

"Politics Out the Way!

wrote teaching materials for our educator cohort. Towards a Deeper U -China Green Cooperation”




vision, voices, visibility:
video program

Since the start of our video program in 2020, 1990 Institute has gained
a large following of our educational content. In late 2022 and early
2023, in anticipation of the launch of our two foundational videos on
AAPI history and experiences on migration and exclusion, we updated
our already robust and coordinated marketing and communications
strategy, which allowed us to expand our reach.

Our goal in producing videos are to change the narrative -- whether it
Is biased perceptions of AAPIs or to foster a better U.S.-China
relationship through understanding culture and lives of ordinary
Chinese individuals. We strive to bring trustworthy, balanced content,
with guidance from leading academics and experts, to secondary
teachers and youth through a visual medium to encourage more ways
of learning while meeting the interests of our audience.

While we have experimented with various styles and formats over the
years, our pivot to produce short-form videos, which range from 60-
120 seconds each, in addition to our standing long-form videos have
allowed us to widen our audience and to better engage with students
who prefer this medium of entertainment and learning.

$20 MILLION,

e
U YA
Sy ] i
!'b‘w ¥

e
A — R

long-form (5-15 min) videos produced

88 short-form (60-90 seconds) videos produced

23,900 avg monthly views on YouTube

670 avg monthly Likes on Instagram

275:000;" avg monthly impressions on Instagram
4120.26% avg increase across our social media platforms

5M total number of impressions across all platforms
fromn Mar-Dec




Video Program

WAVES OF IMMIGRANTS
THE ASIAN AMERICAN JOURNEY

We launched two key foundational videos for AAPI studies:

The first, “Waves of Immigrants: The Asian American Journey,” was narrated by
“Reboot” and “Dr. Ken” actress Krista Marie Yu. Through the lens of the earliest
surviving films and the eyes and pens of historical illustrators and
photographers, the video covered how, together as a community, Asian
Americans endured politics, imperialism, capitalistic development, and
xenophobia, and how their tenacity helped shape immigrant rights — not just for
Asian Americans — but for many who are citizens of America today.

The second foundational video, titled “Exclusion: The Shared Asian American
Experience,” was produced in partnership with Dr. Russell Jeung (Co-Founder
of Stop AAPI Hate, Professor at San Francisco State University) and Dr.
Madeline Hsu (Professor, University of Maryland). This video explored the
exclusion experiences that the Asian diaspora endured throughout history and
what the community continues to face as Americans now.

Dr. Jeung uses the Exclusion video as a teaching resource in his Asian
American Studies courses at San Francisco State University, and his students
have responded positively after its viewing, sharing that they feel more solidarity
with other AAPI and minority groups. A snippet of his students’ reactions are
below:

66

“Given this shared history of exclusion and discrimination, |
personally feel that there exists a compelling basis for
connection and solidarity with Asian Americans. | can only
imagine how the people at that time would have felt being
categorized as aliens and the feeling of leaving one's own
home. | had no prior knowledge about the kind of struggle
faced by the people who left their homeland in the hope of a
better future for them and their succeeding generations.”

“The struggles and triumphs of Asian communities in the face

of adversity should resonate with anyone who values justice

and equality. These stories of resistance can serve as powerful
reminders of the need to stand together against

discrimination.” 10



Video Program

The Video Program also produced and released two additional videos.

Hosted by comedian Joe Wong
with special guest Paula Yoo
(“From A Whisper To A Rallying
Cry: The Killing of Vincent Chin
and the Trial that Galvanized the
Asian American Movement”)
and correspondent Victor Li
(also known as Riceman), we
released a 30-minute pilot
episode of ChatAAPI, an original
comedy and news satire show
that sought to bring issues
important to Asian Americans to
the forefront in sobering but
humorous ways. The episode
garnered 13,000 views, and
clips from the show average
45,000 views per clip on social
media.

Beyond the Tiles: Making
Connections Through Mahjong is
a 6-minute video covering the
history of mahjong, how the
game came to the U.S., and how
it acts as a unifying force among
diverse groups today. To
celebrate the launch of the video
and to support teachers using
mahjong as a fun way for
students to practice their math
skills, we held a giveaway of a
set of mahjong tiles and were
pleased to award the prize to a
fourth grade teacher in Michigan
who is now using the game in her
classroom.

MAKING
CONNECTIONS
THROUGH
MAHJONG
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HHANK YOY

We would not have been able to carry out our mission without the support from our
generous donors, supporters, and partners. We are deeply appreciative.

Individual Donors

Edward Baer

David Belsky

Maggie & Tom Blumberg
Melonie & Paul Brophy
Dan Chao

Evelina Chao

Jonathan Chao

Armand & Micheline Chau
Hong Gen Chen

Paul Cheng

Robert Cox

Fitz De Smet

William P. Fuller

Tian He

Lisa Hsu

Victoria Hsu
Robert Kapp

Tim Kochis
Guatlian Kreamer
Ira Kronitz

Bill Kwong

Billy & Lucille Lee
Mitchell Lee
Zheng Liu
Sandra Pan

Ryan Leonard Pei
Camilla Rockefeller
Patricia Salner
Lin Sun-Hoffman

Institutional Donors

Joanna Tong
Linda Tsao Yang
Daniel Tam-Claiborne
Brian Wong

Joel Wong
Steven Wong
Katherine Xu
Mike Yang
Yuelin Yang
Wen-Lee Ying
Vic Young

Grace Yu

Dien Yuen

Aily Zhang

American Online Giving Foundation J.T. Tai & Co. Foundation

Anna and John J. Sie Foundation

Cyrus Tang Foundation

East West Bank Foundation

Fidelity Charitable

Lawrence Ng Family Foundation

Network for Good

Schwab Charitable Fund

UK Online Giving Foundation
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Partners and Sponsors Asian
Art
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Leadership & Staff

Board of Directors

Dan Chao 1* Zheng Liu Yuelin Yan

Fitz de Smet Robecta Ma Wen-Lee Ying
Sam Galler Sean Niu Victor Young T*
Reuven Glick Sandra Pan t* Grace Yu 1*
Tian He Ryan Leonard Pei Dien Yuen

Lisa Hsu Lin Sun-Hoffman Aily Zhang
Victoria Hsu Sophie Volpp

James Hsue Brian Wong t*

Tim Kochis Joel Wong Locond

Bill Kwong* Steven Wong* R

Mitchell Lee Katherine Xu Ié@’gﬁtfﬁ/e Comimittee
Patrick Liang Michael Yang

Advisory Council _

Julia Chang Bloch Lel Guang

Gordon H. Chang
Milton Chen

Karen Leong Clancy
Clay Dube

Mei Fong

William P. Fuller
Stephen Gong

Russell M. Jeung
Robert Kapp
Susan Shirk
Walter Lim

Lok Siu

Jeremy S. Wu

Teachers Advisory Council

Nicole Chin
Lisa Ernst
Eunjee Kang
Adam Kubey
Saya McKenna
Kelly Randall

Honorary Co-Chairs

Donald Kennedy

in memoriam
Rosalyn Koo

Zn memoriam)
William M.S. Lee
Robert Parry
Harold Shapiro
Adlai Stevenson I
Linda Tsao Yang

Emertus Directors

Paul Cheng

Richard Chong

Rob Cox

William P. Fuller

Lucille Lee
Wei-Tai Kwok

Staff

David Belsky, Communications

Ellie Blake, Finance

Katie lalacci, Marketing
Sandra Liaonag, Office Manager
Lewis Liu, Program Manager

Maureen Miller, Accounting
Ziyan Miller, Student Volunteer
Stephanie Ming, Program Manager

Frances K.H. Wang, Essayist

Denise Zheng, Coordinator

Susana Liu-Hedberg, Executive Director
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