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Vision 
ICJS envisions an interreligious society  
in which dialogue replaces division,  
friendship overcomes fear,  
and education eradicates ignorance.
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Difference 
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Mission 
To dismantle religious bias and bigotry,  
ICJS builds learning communities  
where religious difference becomes  
a powerful force for good.
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To renovate and rebuild a house, sometimes you need to  
tear down damaged parts that could threaten the integrity  
and stability of the home. But good builders know that  
you can’t just tear out the old. You have to rebuild with  
strong materials to create a healthy place to live.

DISMANTLE AND BUILD

To build a mutireligious, multiracial society requires this same 

two-part process. That’s why ICJS aims to dismantle religious bias 

and bigotry while we also seek to build an interreligious society 

characterized by dialogue over division, friendship over fear, and 

education over ignorance. Both tasks are vital to creating vibrant 

neighborhoods, thriving communities, and a dynamic, democratic 

country filled with diverse people committed to making our 

differences a force for good.

This report highlights how we address both dismantling and 

building at ICJS. To do this work, ICJS offers study courses and 

lectures; leads three fellowship cohorts for nonprofit leaders, 

teachers, and congregational leaders; runs week-long seminars  

for university professors; offers summer intensives for  

seminarians, rabbinical students, and emerging Muslim leaders; 

and participates in advancing the academic field of Interreligious 

and Interfaith Studies.

The topics, formats, and attendees vary, yet we hear recurring 

themes in evaluations. Here are three:

First, interreligious dialogue allows people to understand their 

own religious life, as well as their own religious traditions, 

more deeply. This was the #1 theme we heard from participants at 

the ICJS virtual listening session for Pope Francis. (Officially, this 

ICJS session was part of  “Synod 2021-2023,” a global listening effort 

of the entire Roman Catholic church.) We hear this sentiment 

echoed in many programs.

Second, interreligious learning sheds light on common 

challenges, helping the whole community move forward in 

collaboration. Whether looking at how to build a just society, 

support democracy, reduce racial bias and bigotry, or teach more 

honestly in a high school classroom, interreligious encounters 

equip us to live a life of dignity and purpose within a diverse 

society. At a time of deep societal divisions, this work is urgent.

Third, ICJS attendees value their experience. This simple 

comment from a survey respondent sums up the thoughts of  

many: “Thank you. Keep on. Savor. Share.”

With this annual report, we pause to savor and share what we have 

built this past year with you. Yet we know that the work of building 

must continue because we are striving for no less than an  

interreligious society that offers all deep respect and full belonging.

Thank you for partnering with us as we dismantle and build together.

Irfan Malik Heather Miller Rubens, Ph.D. 

President, Executive Director and 

Board of Trustees Roman Catholic Scholar



2

ICJS IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

What new learning did you gain as a result of this 
course? “I discovered the sacredness of each and 
every human being, hence the imperative to suspend 
my own prejudice, and engage in ‘sacrificial’ dialogue, 
which can paradoxically bring me closer to God.”
SURVEY COMMENT FROM PARTICIPANT IN “MARTIN BUBER & THE LIFE OF DIALOGUE” COURSE

ICJS courses and events are available both in-person at the ICJS  
Library (above) and online.

3,880
Online views of this year’s courses and events, including 
the Manekin-Clark Lecture with Susannah Heschel

82%
Attendees who  
rated a course or event  
as “Excellent!”

860
Total participants  
in an ICJS event  
or course this year

35
U.S. states where 
attendees at virtual 
events live

100
Super Students —  
participants who  
registered for 5 or  
more events

50
Ways participants in ICJS 
programs self-identify 
(see detail on back cover)
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“ Immersive. Mind-bending. Empathetic”— Three words a survey 
respondent used to describe their experience at the Emerging 
Religous Leaders intensive couse, where ICJS gathered 24 Muslim 
and Christian religious leaders-in-training. Pictured: Chris Bonner, 
student at Howard University School of Divinity.
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I joined the Teachers Fellowship to learn about best practices  
for teaching about different religious traditions. The program  
fulfilled my goals and more. Not only did it give me the opportunity  
to learn more about Islam, Judaism, and Christianity from the  
ICJS scholars, it introduced me to phenomenal educators whose  
thoughts and ideas will have an immediate impact on my approach  
to teaching.”
SURVEY COMMENT FROM 2022 TEACHER FELLOW

“

Teacher Fellow Maximo Alfaro Rivera, a Spanish teacher in a Baltimore 
City school, presents his lesson on Semana Santa (religious syncretism) 
in Guatemala.

Fatimah Fanusie, ICJS Program Director for Justice Leaders, speaks  
at Princeton University at an annual forum on the legacy of Imam W.D. 
Mohammad, hosted by the Office of Religious Life.

2,900
Total views for ICJS’ premier  
video: “Dialogue vs. Debate”

Watch video now (Use your phone  
camera to scan this code)

84
Participants in one of three ICJS Fellowships or in  
the residential Emerging Religious Leaders course. 
These are ICJS’ most intensive programs.

3,500
Estimated secondary students taught by Teacher 
Fellows (including alums) this year. This is the impact 
leveraged by the Teachers Fellowship program.

39
Events, panels, or 
lectures featuring an  
ICJS speaker
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DISMANTLE RELIGIOUS BIAS AND BIGOTRY

What’s “Christian” about 
Christian nationalism? 
Is the United States a “Christian 
nation”? Some American Christians 
who answer “yes” aim to “take 
back” and “restore” America’s 
Christian identity, sometimes using 
violence. About one-quarter of 
American Christians ascribe to 
some form of Christian  
nationalism, says ICJS Protestant 
Scholar Matthew D. Taylor. He 
says that understanding the deep 
religious roots and realities of this 
political movement will help us  
all comprehend the threat that 
this poses to American religious 
pluralism where diverse religions 
are supported. Taylor taught a 
three-part course on Christian 
nationalism and an online event 
with an update on the movement.

Threats to religious pluralism loom large
Antisemitism, Islamophobia, and other forms of religious hate fray the ties that bind  

us together as a community and contribute to the “othering” of minority groups that 

leads to prejudice, discrimination, and increasingly, violence. To dismantle religious bias 

and bigotry, ICJS focuses on the power of education, paired with relationship-building,  

to change hearts and minds.

While outbursts of outrage against bias and bigotry have their place, they function  

like fireworks, creating a bright flash that does not endure. Also, outrage, if left to its  

own devices, can lead to despair, hopelessness, and inaction.

That’s why ICJS aims to not only highlight the current threats to the interreligious 

society, but to provide the tools of dialogue and understanding that can help build a 

healthy, vibrant, multireligious, multiracial democracy.

Today the rise of Christian nationalism brings an increasingly prominent and urgent 

threat to democracy and to the religious pluralism that democracy can support. Christian 

nationalism is an ideology antithetical to the religious pluralism supported by ICJS—

where no single religious tradition or identity is privileged in society.

All ICJS programs, events, and cohort experiences aim to dismantle religious bias and 

bigotry, while fostering this religious pluralism. This pluralism calls for energetic 

engagement with diversity, active seeking of understanding across lines of difference,  

an encounter of commitments (not relativism), and dialogue. (Definition of pluralism  

is from The Pluralism Project at Harvard University)

The rhetoric of Christian 
violence, narratives of spiritual 
warfare in American politics, 
and religiously inflected 
support for Donald Trump that 
surged into view [on Jan. 6th] 
are all still present and have 
been, if anything, galvanized 
by the riot… The same groups 
and leaders have turned their 
attention and considerable 
networks to the presidential 
election of 2024. Whether 
Donald Trump is the  
Republican nominee or not,  
we could well see further 
outbreaks of violence fueled 
by the worldview of  
Christian nationalism.”

MATTHEW D. TAYLOR, ICJS 
Protestant Scholar, in an  
op-ed in The Baltimore Sun 
(11/4/2021)

“
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Demonstrators at the U.S. Capitol on January 6th express their support for Christian nationalism.
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Speaking up; Recovering voices
Seven decades after the Holocaust, we continue to be confronted 

with antisemitism and violent acts of anti-Jewish hatred. We felt first 

horror, then relief after worshippers in a synagogue in Colleyville, 

Texas, were rescued after being taken hostage while in the midst of 

Sabbath worship.

Closer to home, after swastikas were painted on light posts in a 

neighborhood represented by Baltimore City Councilmember Zeke 

Cohen, above, he took to Facebook to celebrate a spontaneous 

community action to cover them up by painting rainbow hearts.  

Cohen joined ICJS in an online event to discuss the importance of 

denouncing acts of religious hate in our community, as well as the 

positive role local faith-based organizations are playing in Baltimore.

ICJS also explored the artistic toll of the Holocaust in a special 

online event with Baltimore Symphony Orchestra Artistic  

Advisor James Conlon (below). He has made it his life’s work to 

revive the works of composers—mostly, but not exclusively 

Jewish—who were silenced by the Nazi regime.

Understanding Muslim prayer
Many people today have a negative view of Muslims,” said Zeyneb 

Sayilgan, ICJS Muslim Scholar, to an ICJS online audience, as she 

shared stereotypical images depicting Muslims as “violent, radical, 

fanatic, or angry.” Sayilgan’s goal as an interreligious scholar is  

to help more Americans understand the “goodness and beauty that 

I’ve experienced as a Muslim,” she says.

In the spring she focused on bringing greater understanding of 

Muslim religious practice and spirituality to a general audience 

with a course and an online introductory event. Participants 

explored the deep significance of Salat, the ritual prayer performed 

five times each day, which is the centerpiece of Muslim spiritual 

practice. The course concluded with a field trip to the Diyanet 

Center of America, a mosque and community center in Lanham.

Undoing injustice, when and where one can, is a moral 
mandate for all citizens of a civilized world. We cannot 
restore to these composers their lost lives. We can, 
however, return the gift that would mean more to 
them than any other—that of performing their music.”
MAESTRO JAMES CONLON, artistic advisor to the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, 
speaking at an ICJS-BSO online event, “Recovered Voices,” highlighting composers silenced  
by the Third Reich.

“

“

Zeyneb Sayilgan, ICJS Muslim Scholar, led a field trip to the Muslim 
Diyanet Center of America with students from her ICJS course.

Zeke Cohen, Baltimore City Councilmember, shared with 
ICJS communities his story of speaking up when his  
neighborhood experienced public displays of antisemitism.
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BUILD LEARNING COMMUNITIES

Fellows discover themselves and others in cohorts 
ICJS creates and supports three sector-based fellowships where congregational leaders, 

community & nonprofit leaders, or teachers can learn and encounter difference together.  

Fellows have time and opportunity to truly build both relationships and religious literacy. 

Below, three Fellows describe their experiences.

Through the monthly ICJS meetings, but most of all in our project group, 
where my synagogue is paired with a Jesuit Catholic parish, I have been 
learning how to communicate across difference. It is hard for me to open  
up to these new capacities to interact with others on matters evoking  
deep personal and spiritual conviction, but I am trying. It’s hard: I bear  
these generational scars and I carry strong political commitments that  
shape the ways I am open. So I appreciate the safe spaces to build trust.  
That’s what the ICJS Fellowship has meant to me.”

SHARON ACHINSTEIN, Congregational Leader Fellow (pictured at right with Krista Wallace)

“

Before the fellowship, I didn’t know much about the other faiths and their 
beliefs. As a result, I was operating under the perception that I would need  
to disrobe my beliefs in order to work with someone else. What I came  
to discover is all the intersections between what we believe, especially as it 
relates to economic justice. It’s energized the work I do. It really makes the 
work more meaningful because we don’t have to be less of what we are or 
what we believe in order to work together.”

LEON F. PINKETT III, Justice Leader Fellow

“

A really awesome part about the fellowship is hearing how experienced 
teachers have approached difficult topics. Also, hearing people’s personal 
stories and wanting to transfer that to my own kids is really inspiring. I’ve 
learned so much from the other teachers in the fellowship. Their experiences 
and backgrounds are totally different from my own. Learning how they 
approach different topics and how they bring them up in their classrooms  
has been really helpful and powerful.”

NIKI CREAMER, Teacher Fellow

“
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MANEKIN-CLARK LECTURE 
Susannah Heschel calls on a prophetic voice

The work of building the interreligious community requires foresight, patience, and courage, said 

Susannah Heschel, preeminent Jewish theologian and daughter of Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,  

in her 2021 ICJS Manekin-Clark Lecture at Goucher College and via live stream. She said we should 

justly be proud of our achievements in interreligious dialogue, but we should also be willing to raise  

a prophetic voice to our failings. “Interfaith dialogue should speak not only with religious pride,  

but also address areas of practice where we have not lived up to our own principles of human dignity,” 

she said.

I learned more at the Emerging  
Religious Leaders Course than  
I did in all of my (fabulous) 
Muslim-Christian studies classes 
combined. The proximity that  
we were in, and the examination  
of hard questions fostered growth  
in empathy in a way I would not 
have thought possible.”
ANNMARIE D. HANSEN, student at Virginia Theological Seminary 
and participant in ICJS 2022 Emerging Religious Leaders Course

“Emerging Religious Leaders gather
Creating an opportunity for structured, honest, open, and— 

at times—difficult conversations between Muslim and Christian 

students was the goal of the new ICJS Emerging Regligious 

Leaders course held at Virginia Theological Seminary in June 

2022. Twelve Christian seminarians and 12 Muslim religious 

leaders in training gathered for five days of mutual learning, 

challenging discussion, and blossoming friendships in this 

interreligious dialogue course co-directed by two ICJS scholars, 

Matthew D. Taylor and Zeyneb Sayilgan. 100% of the participants 

said they would recommend the course to colleagues.

The unique course is modeled after ICJS’ successful Jewish- 

Christian encounter course for Rabbinical students and Christian 

seminarians, held annually from 2013 to 2019. Students continue  

to call the intensive course one of their most profound experiences 

in their seminary education.
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BUILD LEARNING COMMUNITIES

Listening Project for the Vatican  
While the Roman Catholic Church 
held “listening sessions” across 
the globe in 2021-22 to hear how 
the church could open itself to 
wider engagement, ICJS was one 
of the few non-Catholic  
organizations invited to contribute 
feedback for the church. ICJS 
learning communities were 
invited to share their experiences 
of interreligious dialogue.

The most prevalent theme running 
through participants’ responses  
is that interreligious dialogue 
allows them to understand their 
own religious lives and traditions 
more deeply. Respondents also 
stressed the importance of having 
one-on-one conversations with 
people of different faiths, which 
reveals the common ground  
that exists for building  
an interreligious society.

The responses were compiled 
into a report shared with the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
and the Vatican.

Dialogue as a religious experience
Few thinkers have been more influential on the theory and practice of dialogue than Martin Buber. He is 

most known for his confounding and profound masterwork, I and Thou, first published in German in 1923.

ICJS scholar Ben Sax brought the teaching and philosophy of Buber to life for a new generation last winter 

in a six-week ICJS course. Participants were invited to think about how Buber’s views on dialogue can 

inform not only their own perspective, but also how religious and political leaders can work together 

toward achieving this complicated, yet also simple dialogical orientation to the “Thou.”

Sax followed the course with an online discussion with Paul Mendes-Flohr, one of the world’s foremost 

Buber scholars and Buber’s biographer. “In I and Thou, the little word ‘and’ is crucial,” Mendes-Flohr 

said. “It signifies a bridge between one person and the other. In the Hebrew Bible it says, ‘you shall love 

to the same degree that you wish to be loved.’ We all are in need of love. In that sense I and Thou, Buber’s 

concept of dialogue, is not simply ethical, it is a deeply existential moment—a religious moment.”

Considering four views on justice
In winter, the ICJS scholar team taught a four-part course on  

economic justice through the lens of Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 

teachings. The view was like a kaleidoscope, showing a different 

light on similar topics, such as:

▪ The obligation to the stranger, as reflected in the life and writings 

of activist Dorothy Day and Catholic social teaching;

▪ The cosmic level of justice presented in Islam, as the divine 

character of justice is embedded in the universe;

▪ The societal obligations and responsibilities to each other  

visible in Jewish teaching;

▪ The possibilities for interpersonal dignity and fairness presented 

in the New Testament letter of Philemon.

Each of the reflections showed a way to “engage with the world, 

while also engaging with God,” said Heather Miller Rubens, 

Executive Director and Roman Catholic Scholar.

Paul Mendes-FlohrMartin Buber



9

ZEYNEB SAYILGAN, Muslim Scholar

The pandemic presented a challenge for all  
religious communities. I welcomed the opportunity 
to be in conversation with colleagues from 
different congregations and wrestle with questions 
of meaning. Thinking interreligiously about  
a shared concern has been nothing but fruitful.”

Panelist at the Global Lehrhaus 
Institute’s series on the 
pandemic, including one called 

“Quo Vadis? Post-Corona 
Homecoming and Tikkum Olam”

Co-presenter at the Oxford 
Interfaith Forum, highlighting 
how Mother Hajar (Hagar) is  
a profound figure of inspiration  
to Muslims

HEATHER MILLER RUBENS, Executive Director  
and Roman Catholic Scholar

My writing projects this year had me thinking  
about the possibilities of women’s leadership in 
interreligious spaces: first, Mary Magdalene as  
an apostle to the Apostles, and revisiting Catholic 
theologian Eva Fleishner.”

Invited contributor to the  
Indiana University’s Noli Me 
Tangere (“Touch Me Not”)  
Project to reflect on Covid-19

Keynote speaker at Women’s 
Consultation on Constructive 
Theology at the Catholic 
Theological Society of America 
Annual Meeting

MATTHEW D. TAYLOR, Protestant Scholar

The past year many of my research projects and 
passions have started to come to fruition: from 
Muslim-Christian dialogue, to completing my first 
book on Salafism in America, to digging into 
contemporary Christian nationalism. I’ve loved the 
support of ICJS as a space where I can work  
on, share about, live with, and receive feedback  
on my research.”

First book under contract with 
Cambridge University Press 
(publication date early 2023)

Researching and writing a book  
on Christians at the Capitol Riot

BEN SAX, Jewish Scholar

In discussing the history of Christian anti-Judaism 
and its relationship to antisemitism, I suggested  
that interreligious dialogue is irrelevant if it does not 
consider the contemporary political situation and 
the power dynamics present between communties.”

Panelist on Christian anti-Judaism 
at the Washington National 
Cathedral on the occasion of the 
installation of a sculpture of  
Elie Weisel

Prepared for the first ICJS Faculty 
Seminar, which considered the 
intersection of Genocide Studies 
and Interreligious Studies

Big Ideas matter: Reflections from our scholars 
The four ICJS resident scholars straddle the worlds of academia and community. They speak 

and write with other academics to advance the field of Interreligious and Interfaith Studies. 

Yet their community work keeps them teaching, coaching, and mentoring both in ICJS 

learning communities and in the broader local, national, and even global public. We asked 

each to share a snippet of their own highlights from the year as scholars at ICJS.

“
“

““
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WITH GRATITUDE TO OUR DONORSFINANCES

GIFTS RECOGNIZED FROM  
JULY 1, 2021 – JUNE 30, 2022

Leadership Donors ($20,000+)
Anne & George L. Bunting, Jr.
Gallagher Evelius & Jones LLP
David & Barbara B. Hirschhorn 

Foundation
Joseph & Harvey Meyerhoff 

Family Charitable Funds
Morgan State University, 

Philosophy & Religious Studies
The Charles & Margaret M. H. 

Obrecht Family Foundation, Inc.
Osprey Foundation
Richman Family Foundation, Inc.
Jean F. Silber
Anne W. & Steven Simms
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Co

Major Donors ($10,000–$19,999)
Jean H. & R. Robinson* Baker
Michael J. & Patricia K. Batza
Ms. Mary Catherine Bunting
The Bunting Family Foundation
Fund for Shared Insight
Lee M. Hendler
Harry & Betty Lichtman  

Charitable Fund
T. Rowe Price Foundation

Benefactors ($5,000–$9,999)
Emile Bendit & Diane Abeloff
Edward C. & Ellen Bernard
Richard Frisch
Goldman Sachs
Dixon H. & Janet Harvey
June Heintz
Jeannette M. Hobbins
Baye & Michael Larsen
Ali I. & Kathleen Malik
Irfan & Erum Malik
The Harvey M. Meyerhoff  

Fund, Inc.
Moser Family Foundation
Philip & Brenda Brown Rever
Omar & Haneen Zalatimo

Partners ($1,000–$4,999)
Richard O. Berndt
Rabbi Steve Schwartz
Thomas M. Brown &  

Susan Weingast
Nancy Bryant
David J. Callard

Deborah Callard
Mr. Stanley Cohen
David & Patrice Cromwell  

Family Fund
Mrs. & Mrs. Clinton R. Daly
Alan & Carol Edelman
The Eliasberg Family Foundation
Cheryl & Stewart Finney
Haswell M. & Madge Franklin
Ellen Gillespie & Family
Rabbi Andrew Gordon
Eli Greenblum
Dr. L Hall
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Hess, Jr.
Sandra & Thomas B. Hess
Jeff K. & Michelle L Hettleman
Jacob & Annie Hodes
Stanley A. Hoffberger
Kenneth & Jeannette* Karpay
Kristen & David Kinkopf
Kolker Saxon Hallock Family 

Jonathan Kolker 
Frederica Kolker Saxon Fund 
Ken & Jo Saxon Fund 
Fritzi K. & Robert J. Hallock

David & Lisa Kuntz
Joseph M. & Judy Langmead
John & Elizabeth Linehan
Earl L. & Darielle Linehan
Lois & Philip Macht  

Family Philanthropic Fund
Machzikei Torah Society of  

Beth Tfiloh Congregation
Charles & Rachel Manekin
Larry Moscow & Cindy Paradies
D. W. & Mary Obrecht
Paula R. Rome & Tony Hawkins
Heather Miller Rubens &  

Brian D. Rubens
Syed Sadiq
Robert W. Schaefer
Joseph M. & Lorraine Schapiro
Sanford Shapiro
Qaisar & Naila I. Shareef
Lee Sherman
Ms. Anne Stone
Arun Subhas
Laura S. & David Urban
Washington Theological 

Consortium
Robert & Miriam Zadek
Corby Zeren
Melissa Zieve & Peter Berns

Contributors ($500-$999)
Kamran Abro
Estelle & Jacob* Apelberg
Sara Bloomfield
Paul & Sally Bodnar
Julia Nickles Bryan &  

Charles Bryan
Constance R. Caplan
Meghan Casey
Ilene Dackman-Alon
Anthony & Laura Day
Louis B. Thalheimer &  

Juliet A. Eurich
Sheldon & Shelley Goldseker
Emily Hackner
Barbara L. Himmelrich
Daniel & Gina Hirschhorn
David & Jan Hoffberger
Jacobs Family Fund
Nuzhat Kausar & Sohail M. Qarni
Skip Klein & Judy Sandler
Allan & Eileen Levine
Gail & Robert Liss
LPL Financial
Bishop Denis J. Madden
Richard P. & Marsha Manekin
Vivian D. & Robert A. Manekin
Akbar Masood, D.D.S.
Zubair Mohamed
Rev. Joseph L. Muth Jr.
Charles & Margaret M. Obrecht
The Isaac & Leah M. Potts 

Foundation, Inc.
Aquilur Rahman
Rev/ & Mrs. John E. Roberts
Alan Schwartz & Carla Rosenthal
Patricia & Mark Joseph,  

The Shelter Foundation
Rachel Siegal & Samuel Andorsky
Jamie Snead
St. Mary’s Seminary & University
Sheri Stern
Eugene T. & Sonya S. Sutton
Sanford & Beth Ungar

Friends ($25–$499)
John J. Abrahams, III
Stephen C. & Cary L. Achuff
Rev. Dr. Joanna M. Adams
Mehro Akhtar
The Rev. Robert E. Albright
Janice Allen
Patricia Alt Ph.D.
Jane Ambrose
Betsy Amey

EXPENSES  
FY22 OPERATING BUDGET

PROGRAM 80% $ 1,243,080

MANAGEMENT 13% $ 207,765 

& GENERAL

FUNDRAISING 7% $ 110,615

TOTAL 100% $ 1,561,460

RESOURCES  
FY22 OPERATING BUDGET

GRANTS 10% $ 161,094

CONTRIBUTIONS 27% $ 426,098

EXPANDING 14% $ 221,844 

OUR LEGACY FUND

DRAW FROM 48% $ 747,100 

ENDOWMENT

OTHER 1% $ 5,324

TOTAL  100% $ 1,561,460

*deceased

Note: All information based on 
unaudited FY22 financials. 
Audited Financial Statements will 
be available after January 1, 2023 
at icjs.org/annual-reports/.
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Ms. Annette Argall
Augie Arnstein
Nasim Ashraf
Frederic B. & Dorothy S. Askin
Fred Axelgard
Tim T. & Elizabeth M. Baker
Baltimore Hebrew  

Congregation
Baltimore Hebrew  

Congregation Sisterhood
Victoria Barnett
Gayle Barney & Jean Savina
Michael Barrett
Barbara Baum
David I. & Betty Jean Bavar
Norman A. Beck
Joyce & Marshall Bedine
Benedictine Sisters of Baltimore
Leslie Benfield
Dottie Bennett
Carol Berman
David Blumenstein
Lynne Bowman
Debora Boyle-Borkowski
Denise & Kent Boyles
Mr. & Mrs. A. Stanley Brager, Jr.
Mr. David Braitman
Taylor H. Branch & Christy Macy
Ann Brennan-Zelenka
Michael & Jessica Bronfein
Robert & Arlynne Brown
Miner (Moe) L. & Harriet Brown
Rev. Enrique Brown
D.L. Buccino
Gustav & Sheila Buchdahl
Daniel C. & Miriam Burg
Christa Fuller Burns
Grace A. Byerly
Amy Calkins
Carol J. Caplan
Debbie Caplan
Steven & Karen Caplan
Ms. Cheryl Casciani
Rosann M. Catalano
CF Foundation Inc.
Susan H Chouinard
Carol Christensen
Patricia Clark
Derek Coelho
Deborah & Alan Cohen
Philip Cohen
Lawrence Cohen
Seán F. Connor
Carol & Russell J. Cook
Beverly Cooper

Michael J. & Mary Cromwell
Ruth Cromwell
Bethani Crouch
Karen Cullen
Rae & Jim Cumbie
Ms. Ann Dahl
Jamie & Anne Dale
Marcia Daniel
Dean Daniels
Robert A. & Wendy S. Davis
Suzanne de Souza
Colleen Donovan
Deborah & Mark D. Dopkin
Elizabeth DuVerlie
Andrew Miller & Sandra Dzija
Malak Elshafei
Mrs. Deborah English
Martha Engstrom
Peter & Rebecca Evans-Pearlman
Jacob & Emma Exler
Maggie Faulkner
Bob Fetter
George Fisher & Gretchen Van Utt
Ellen Fisher
Mindie Flamholz
Vivian Flanigan
Mike & Pamela Flinton
Cheryl Foley & Family
Marjorie Forster
Elaine Freeman
Ellen Friedman
Rev. Mark & Rev. January H. Gatza
Sandra Levi Gerstung
Syedah Gilani
Phoebe R. Gilchrist
Joel Glazer
Rev. Arthur Dan Gleckler
Susan Glomb
James S. Wolf & Dorothy E. Gold
Joanne Goldsmith
Larry Golemon
Ed & Veronica Gordon
Michael Gottlieb
Patricia & Carolyn Gracz
Adrian Graham
Toba & William A. Grant
Anne B. Gray
Sarajane Greenfeld
Mr. Benjamin K. Greenwald
John Grega
Irvin & Nanette Greif
Tracie Guy-Decker
Joseph & Lola Hahn
William Hahn
Emily Hall

Gail Hambleton
Pastor Mark Hanna
Joseph R. Hardiman
Bishop Aubrey Harley
Mary & Todd Hastings
Alta Haywood
Stephen L. & Michelle Hecht
Jesse & Debby S. Hellman
Rabbi Floyd Herman
Mr. Bruce Herman
Michael K. & Barbara G. Hettleman
Steven & Margi Hoffman
Anne Hoskins
Elizabeth S. Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Huether
Ms. A. Hurleypalmer
The Rev. Ellen Hurwitz
Mary Beth Iduh
Dr. Warren & Mrs. Diane Israel
Judith Jacobson
Mr. Russell Jenkins
Gerard Joab
Judy Frye Jones
John Jordan
Ann H. Kahan
George A. Kahl
Rabbi Bruce E. Kahn
Norma Kanarek
Paul Kaplan & Ellen Leiserson
Mrs. Shirley Kaufman
Joyce Keating
Maureen Keck
Senator Delores G. Kelley
Nancy Kelso
Erik Kestler
Naseem Khan
Jack Kinstlinger
Elizabeth Kirk
Joan G. & Joseph Klein, Jr. 

Foundation
Joan G. Klein
Amy Kline
Larry Koppelman
Nancy W. & Philip Kranz
William J. & Mary A. Krastel
Lesley Krauland
Edward S. & Joanne Kraus
Mikhel Kushner
Stanford & Lynne Lamberg
Ruth Langer & Jonathan D. Sarna
Brent & Melissa Laytham
Chris & Elizabeth Leighton
Charles L. & Barbara H. Longest
Jane Lytle-Vieira & Mario E. Vieira
Amy Macht & George Grose

Roxanne Maffitt-Harvey
Arthur J. & Helen Magida
Kristine & Kurt Makiewicz
Suleman Malik
Donald & Brigitte Manekin
Douglas Mann
Deborah Marcotte
Kaaryn McCall
M. Patricia McCall-Paquin
Willian McCarthy
Ann McCarthy-Egan
Jim & Sylvia McGill
M. Karen McNally
Julia McStravog
Alvin & Sue Miller
Kathleen & Michael Mitchell
Alistair & Ellen Morrison
Josef & Sharon L. Nathanson
Allan & Melanie Nelkin
Christopher B. Nelson &  

Joyce Olin
Kenrad* E. & Karen B. Nelson
Richard Neuworth
Paul Newman
Mary Nickerson
Kelly & Matthew Oakey
Ms. Barbara Orman
Rosemary Owings
Anna-Maria Palmer
Patricia Palmer
Jeanette Parmigiani
Shirley Parry
Kylie Patterson
Anne S. Perkins
Pessin Katz Law, P.A.
Fred Pincus
Abba & Laura Poliakoff
Carol Pristoop
John Prugh
Shela Qamer
Patricia & Vincent Quayle
Charles & Deborah L. 

Rammelkamp
John & Marsha Ramsay
Richard Ransom
Samia Riaz
Arnold I & Alison Richman
Lee Richmond
Carl B & Judith Rife
Paul & Laura Riger
Richard & Sheila K. Riggs
Ernesto Rivera
David & Deborah Roffman
John F. & Audrey S. Rogers
Dorothy Rosenthal
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W. J. Lederer &  
Jennie Z. Rothschild

Frederick Rudolph
Gary Rutledge
Dr. Merryn Rutledge
The. Rev. William S. Ryan
Rabbi Elissa Sachs-Kohen
Mohammad Saleem
Zak Santiago
Ryan & Joan Sattler
David & Ann Saunders
Benjamin & Jenny Sax
Meike Schleiff
David Schmickel & Amy Kimball
Alice Schreiber
Nita Schultz
Tom & Lee Schwark
Victoria Semanie
Ronald & Kathryn Shapiro
Mary Jane & Marc Shaw
Stephen D. & Gail Shawe
Betsy Donaldson Sherman
Furqan & Saba Siddiqi
Aftab Siddiqui
Sandra Silberman
Pat O’Neall & Eleanor Simon
Carl A. & Peggy Soderstrom
Sokol Foundation
Margaret Mohler Strahan
Jean M. Suda & Kim Golden
Marie Tedesco
Darla A. Tewell
Edward & Elizabeth Tomlinson
Dr. Douglas Savin, Jr. & The Rev. 

Dr. Janice Trammell-Savin
William Treger
Lynn Tucker
The Therese & James Ulmer 

Charitable Fund
Wilhelmus G. Valkenberg & 

Theodora J. Van Gaal
Willam Voss
Anne B. Wagner
Nancy & Jack Warren
David & Marilyn Warshawsky
Linda Watts
Rev. Frederick Weimert
Barbara Weingast
Ms. Nancy C. West
Faye Wing
Judy Lyons Wolf
Ms. Susan A. Wolman
Mr. Jeffrey Zalatoris
Elaine W. Zieve
James W. & Debora C. Zug

MEMORIAL GIFTS

In Memory of
Jacob Apelberg by
Estelle Apelberg
Linda R. Barron
Barbara Baum
Deborah & Alan Cohen
Karen Cullen
Martha Engstrom
Peter and Rebecca Evans-

Pearlman
Ellen Friedman
Judith Jacobson
Norma Kanarek
Ms. Joyce Keating
Erik Kestler
Amy Kline
Mikhel Kushner
Benjamin Sax
Betsy Donaldson Sherman
Marlene & Bruce Solomon

June Brown by
Alan & Carol Edelman
Joan G. & Joseph Klein, Jr. 

Foundation
Skip Klein and Judy Sandler

A. James Clark and  
Bernard Manekin by
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Achuff

Rosalee Douglas by
Grace A. Byerly

Lois Feinblatt by
David & Jan Hoffberger

Donna Lee Frisch by
Joseph R. Hardiman
Elizabeth S. Howard
Edward & Elizabeth Tomlinson
James W and Debora C Zug

David Goldsmith by
Joanne Goldsmith

Joseph Greenblum by
Estelle and Jacob Apelberg
Augie Arnstein
David Blumenstein
Susan H. Chouinard
Eli Greenblum
Susan Kitt
Deborah Marcotte

Frank Heintz by
June Heintz

LeRoy Hoffberger by
Stanley A. Hoffberger

Kathryn Kelley Hoskins by
Michael J. & Patricia Batza
Richard O. Berndt
Denise and Kent Boyles
D.L. Buccino
Amy Calkins
David and Patrice Cromwell 

Family Fund
Suzanne de Souza
Alan & Carol Edelman
Gallagher Evelius & Jones LLP
Ellen Gillespie & Family
Patricia & Carolyn Gracz
Mary and Todd Hastings
Anne Hoskins
Irfan and Erum Malik
Douglas Mann
Willian McCarthy
M. Karen McNally
Kelly & Matthew Oakey
Pessin Katz Law, P.A.
Patricia and Vincent Quayle
Arnold I. and Alison Richman
David Schmickel and Amy Kimball
Nita Schultz
St. Mary’s Seminary & University
David and Marilyn Warshawsky

Elliott Kanner by
Karen B. Nelson

Marilyn Kinstlinger by
Jack Kinstlinger

Mark Loeb by
Senator Delores G. Kelley

Louise Miller by
Ms. Nancy Kelso

Boris O’Mansky by
Rev. Joseph L. Muth Jr.

Benedict Rosenberg by
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Huether

TRIBUTE  GIFTS

In Honor of
Tom Brown by
Skip Klein and Judy Sandler

Grace Byerly by
Ann Hurleypalmer

Jed Gaylin and Lia Purpura by
Malak Elshafei

Chris Leighton by
CF Foundation Inc.
Philip Cohen

Irfan Malik by 
Nuzhat Kausar & Sohail M. Qarni

Charlie Obrecht by
Norman A Beck
David J. Callard
Ms. Anne S. Perkins

Peggy & Charlie Obrecht by
Sara Bloomfield
Richard and Sheila K. Riggs

*deceased
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Members of Beth Israel Congregation and Faith Presbyterian Church 
worked together to asemble backpacks for newly arrived refugees as part 
of their inter-congregational project in the ICJS Congregational Fellowship.
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50 WAYS TO SELF-IDENTIFY 
How do you describe your current religion?”“

Humanistic Judaism  /  Roman Catholic  /  I really prefer not having to put a label  
on my beliefs. I’m not sure why people are so intent on labeling people, checking 
them into little boxes, not just religiously but in many ways, from politics to gender. 
Why can’t we just let people BE?  /  somewhere between Judaism and Christianity  /  
Just spiritual with no affiliation  /  Sunni  /  Non-Christian (Jesus was prophet,  
not son of God) who participates actively in the Episcopal Church.  /  Born and bred 
Catholic. Eager to grow in faith and to learn so much more.  /  peripheral and 
recovering Catholic  /  mainline Protestant  /  Quaker seeker  /  Christian  /   
Conservative Judaism  /  traditional Hinduism  /  Episcopalian (former Methodist 
and then Roman Catholic)  /  Southern Baptist  /  follower of Jesus the Jewish  
Rabbi  /  Presbyterian Church (USA)  /  Catholic according to the Gospel of Jesus 
where all are precious and loved equally  /  Non-Christ believer, that is, I see Jesus 
as one of the prophets  /  Pentecostal Holiness  /  Jewish  /  Islam is considered  
a way of life for humanity. It’s open to all mankind.  /  Presbyterian but very 
progressive  /  spiritual but not religious  /  Quaker  /  United Church of Christ  /  
unaffiliated  /  Atheist  /  Buddhism, Stoicism, and those who encourage and have  
room for independent thought while refraining from pontification, dogma, and 
parochial institutional compliance.  /  Buddhist-Stoic  /  Catholic  /  Christian  
background, but more spiritual than anything else  /  Christianish  /  Culture  /  
Episcopalian  /  Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA)  /  Methodist  /  
Hindu (where’s the “H” in ICJS? :-)  /  Unitarian Universalism  /  Interfaith  
Contemplative  /  Muslim  /  Buddhist  /  Jewish by heritage and history. Non-believer, 
often working alongside people of faith  /  Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  /  
Muslim peace network  /  Not religious, spiritual  /  “postmodern” Buddhist  /  
progressive Catholic  /  Reform Judaism  /  I have a fairly well developed set of 
beliefs and values but I haven’t been able to find a label that seems like a good fit.

When we asked that question of ICJS participants this year, we heard a broad 

range of responses, as listed here. This reflects the national pattern of the 

changing American religious landscape in recent decades. It also reflects the 

diversity of religious experience and identity that we welcome at ICJS.


