
Technological advances in modern day warfare have increased the 
ecological disturbances associated with war, not only in the use, 
but in the manufacturing and development of weapons. In addition, 
the destruction of oil fields, fires, military transport, and chemical 
spraying are all examples of the lasting impact war has on the 
environment.
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WAR AND MILITARISM
For centuries, war has not only involved the annihilation of 
human life, but also environmental destruction in the forms of 
both 'collateral damage' and deliberate damage to environments.

lasting Environmental Impact

Pollution of the air, land
and water in peacetime

Immediate and long-term
effects of armed conflict
(explosions, landmines,
unexploded remnants,
chemical weapons, burning
oil wells and oil spills, etc.)

Land use
(vast areas of land and water occupied by military bases, target ranges, 
weapon stores, training grounds; pollution and degradation from storage, 
deforestation, scorched earth tactics, etc.)

Weapons development and production 
(design, development, manufacturing, 
tests, storage, transport, disposal, etc.)

Militarisation of outer space
(rocket launches, missile systems
and satellites, space littering)

The US military is the world’s largest 
institutional consumer of fossil fuels 
and the largest source of greenhouse 
gasses, contributing about 5 percent 
of global warming emissions. Almost 

900 of the EPA’s 1,300 Superfund 
sites are abandoned military bases, 

weapons-production facilities or 
weapons-testing sites.
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The areas most at risk are sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East, and 
South, Central and Southeast Asia. And the exorbitant spending on 
maintaining our bloated military – often used to protect big oil’s 
interests and keep oil supplies in the hands of US-friendly regimes 
- locks up those dollars which could be used to advance climate 
solutions and promote peace.

War, climate and peace movements must work together 
to create a world with real security and resilience for all.

Bloated military Funding could be better used 
for Climate solutions and promoting peace

We must take action!

Exposing the True Costs of War and Militarism since 1985

To learn more about Veterans For Peace, 
visit www.veteransforpeace.org

Join Veterans For 
Peace and help us say 
NO to ENDLESS WAR

Bring up the links between 
Climate Change and War and 

how they are intricately linked.

Join in the efforts to put the 
#PeopleOverPentagon by 

reducing military spending!

Call for the U.S. to sign the Non 
Proliferation Treaty for the 

reduction of nuclear weapons.
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