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Ziva, an adult female Coonhound and Rottweiler mix, is looking for a 
forever home, preferably one without other animals. She is black and 
brown in color, current on all vaccinations, and spayed. To visit her or 
any of the other wonderful dogs and cats waiting for homes, please  
visit the Animal Welfare Society shelter on Old Leetown Pike Road  
(just west of the county fairgrounds). Our public hours are Wed.-Sat. 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. AND Sunday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Closed Mon. & Tues. 
Visit our website www.awsjc.org, Facebook, or call us at 304-725-0589.
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Please stay safe!

A word on drinking water protection 
from an outgoing water operator

After several years of service, I’m leaving 
my post as Chief Water Operator for Harpers 
Ferry Water Works to pursue new opportuni-
ties. Before my tenure ends, I wanted to share 
a few words on source water protection.

As a Water Operator, my job is to make cer-
tain that residents in Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, 
as well as the nearly 500,000 people that visit 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park each 
year, have access to safe, clean drinking water.

We can best achieve that by protecting 
our water at the source, before it reaches the 
intake at our water treatment plant. This is 
what’s known as source water protection. 
This also includes the various steps that all 
systems are trying to do to protect the public 
from future hazards by installing source water 
monitoring systems and sampling that is regu-
lated by the Department of Health and Human 
Resources.

Treating raw water with chemicals and other 
processes should be the final step in a long 
series of actions to protect our drinking water. 
That is to say, source water protection should 
be a primary strategy, with the treatment 
plants serving as critical backstops for any 
remaining contaminants.

Water utilities like Harpers Ferry Water 
Works and others across West Virginia, must 
take an active role in protecting our drinking 

water sources to ensure our water is as clean 
as possible before it reaches the intake. Public 
health is our ultimate concern and keeping our 
water sources protected from pollution and 
hazardous waste is going to keep the public 
safe from future health issues.

Fortunately, each water utility already has 
their own roadmap for success in the form of 
locally-developed Source Water Protection 
Plans. These community-based plans identify 
potential pollution sources near drinking water 
intakes and develop strategies to keep source 
water safe.

Pollution threats identified in source water 
protection plans can range from the obvious 
culprits like agricultural runoff and industrial 
development, to more insidious threats like 
climate change.

I am proud to have been a part of all of 
the great source water protection activities 
happening around the Elks Run Watershed, 
our source for drinking water. I encourage 
my fellow Water Operators to take an equally 
active role in source water protection in their 
communities.

Brandon Chuvalas
Superintendent Chief Operator

Harpers Ferry Water Works

Is Warner trying to supress votes?
If a public official wanted to suppress the 

vote in November, what would he do?  We 
may have the answer right in front of us.

 Secretary of State (SOS) Mac Warner has 
changed the rules on absentee voting for 
November.

 The coronavirus epidemic is worse now 
than in the spring, so most voters I know 
expected to receive their absentee ballot ap-
plication in the mail.  That’s how it worked 
for the Primary.  That change was challeng-
ing for county clerks, but they persevered.  
Ultimately, the system used for the Primary 
worked.  That success and experience for 
voters and clerks created a foundation to 
build on for November.

 Instead, the SOS hatched a new plan for 
November.  Absentee applications will not be 
mailed to all voters.  The SOS is launching 
a brand-new Internet portal for each voter to 
apply for their absentee ballot.

 This new plan has one enormous prob-
lem.  Among all states, West Virginia ranks 
near the bottom in terms of Internet cover-

age.  In other words, the new portal will be 
unavailable to who-knows-how-many voters.  
Assuming they want to be safe, and they 
somehow learn the rules have changed, vot-
ers without portal access must contact their 
county clerks’ offices directly – by phone, 
email, or fax – to request absentee ballot 
applications.  All this in the name of greater 
efficiency.  Seriously?  Efficiency for whom?

 The 2020 Primary, with absentee ballot ap-
plications mailed to all voters, was a success:  
50% of voters safely cast absentee ballots, 
a gigantic increase over the typical election.  
Voting in November should be just as easy.  
Yet, SOS Warner’s new plan does the oppo-
site.  It makes ballots less accessible and will 
disenfranchise many voters.  Or, it will force 
people to risk their health by in-person voting.

 Who benefits?  Certainly, not the voters of 
West Virginia.

Judy K. Ball
Morgantown

Election saga shows need to change laws
I’m writing today to com-

ment on the recent saga of the 
2019 Harpers Ferry municipal 
election coming toward a 
close.  While the circumstanc-
es surrounding the fourteen 
month ordeal are applicable 
specifically to Harpers Ferry, 
the magnitude of the various 
proceedings has a real impact 
throughout the entire state.

I wrote earlier this year to 
advocate that the law regard-
ing election contests needs to 
be changed, because the law 
itself is a major contributor 
to this drama which kept a 
town’s legitimate government 
in purgatory for over a year.  
Now that the election proceed-
ings have come to a close, 
I believe even more firmly 
that this current statute still 
needs to be changed.  There 
is simply no reason to place 
the judicial proceeding of an 
election contest in the hands of 
a municipal council or county 
commission, as these are leg-
islative/administrative bodies 
which are totally unequipped 
to perform judicial func-
tions of this nature.  Harpers 
Ferry followed the law as it 
is currently written, and the 
disastrous results emanating 
from it have shown the rest of 
the state how dangerous it can 
be to place what should be an 
objective proceeding in the 
hands of a political body.

Furthermore, this flawed 
statute has now also contribut-
ed to a current council mem-
ber and a now former council 
member admitting guilt of a 
serious violation of the West 
Virginia Governmental Ethics 
Act by their active participa-
tion and voting in the election 
contest tribunal proceedings.  
This, naturally, created a con-
flict of interest under the law.  
These two public officials 
received a public reprimand, 
as well as a $750 fine.  Both 
have maintained, and indeed it 
was included in their concilia-
tion agreements with the WV 
Ethics Commission, that they 
committed their unlawful 
activities because their legal 
counsel continually advised 
them to do so.  This being 
the case, I sincerely hope that 
both these individuals pursue 
disciplinary action through the 
proper channels against the 
counsellors who gave them 
such advice.  Throughout this 
process a circuit court judge 
admonished that they “do 
the right thing,” the Ethics 
Commission staff warned that 
it would be a violation of the 
law, and finally the Supreme 
Court of Appeals ruled that 
this action did run contrary to 
the law.  For members of the 
bar to advise a different course 
of action in the face of these 
facts (and a plainly written 

law), then it appears to me 
that the attorneys would have 
failed in their duty to both 
their clients and to the court.

I firmly believe that if our 
election laws had been up-
dated to reflect more modern 
practices, these issues could 
have been dealt with fairly 
and expediently.  Has our state 
ever seen a small municipal 
election fraught with so much 
controversy (including the il-
legal voting and conviction of 
the mayor’s daughter)?  Harp-
ers Ferry may have served as 
an example for the entire state 
in this instance, but it is clear 
that West Virginia owes Harp-
ers Ferry (and all the state’s 
municipalities) much more 
respect than just being an 
afterthought in our state laws.  
My earlier suggestion of mov-
ing election contest proceed-
ings to the circuit courts may 
not be the best solution, but 
something needs to be done no 
matter what to make sure that 
an epic saga like this one is not 
repeated in our state.

Chad N. Proudfoot
Grafton, West Virginia


