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DONNA JILL SHAVER               National Park Service 
Work: (361) 949-8174, ext. 226                 Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery 
Fax: (361) 949-1312                Padre Island National Seashore 
e-mail: donna_shaver@nps.gov              P.O. Box 181300 
http://www.nps.gov/pais/               Corpus Christi, Texas  78480-1300 
   

EDUCATION 

Ph.D. in ZOOLOGY, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, May 2000   

M.S. in BIOLOGY, Texas A&I University, Kingsville, Texas, Aug. 1984   

B.S. in WILDLIFE BIOLOGY, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, May 1981 
 

 WORK EXPERIENCE 

National Park Service, Padre Island National Seashore (PAIS), Corpus Christi, Texas  

 Chief of Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery, Supervisory Wildlife Biologist, GS-13 (10/2003-
present) 

U.S. Geological Survey, Biological Resources Division, Padre Island Field Research Station  
(PIFRS), Corpus Christi, Texas  

 Station Leader and Research Biologist, GS-11/12/13 (10/1996-10/2003) 

National Biological Survey/Service, PIFRS, Corpus Christi, Texas  

 Station Leader and Research Biologist, GS-11 (11/1993-10/1996) 

National Park Service, PAIS  

 Research Biologist, GS-11 (10/1992-11/1993) 

    Supervisory Natural Resources Management Specialist, GS-05/07/09 (10/1986-10/1992) 

    National Park Service, Natural Resources Management Trainee Program (1986-1987)  

 Chief of Resources Management Division (Acting), GS-04 (1/1986-10/1986) 

 Park Technician, GS-04 (3/1985-10/1986, 4/1984-1/1985, summers 1981-1983) 

Texas A&I University, Kingsville, Texas  

 Curator, Biology Department, volunteer (1/1985-3/1985)   

 Kleberg Hall of Natural History, Fellow, $250-500/month (9/1983-4/1984, 9/1982-5/1983, 9/1981-5/1982)  

Student Conservation Association (SCA), PAIS  

  SCA Assistant, volunteer (6/1980-8/1980) 
 

 MEMBERSHIPS AND COMMITTEES 
Southeast Regional Sea Turtle Network, Founding Member and Texas Representative (2011-2012), Session  
             Co-Chair (2012), President (2018-2022) 
International Sea Turtle Society (1985-present), Board of Directors Member (2003-2008), Break-Out Session  

Leader (2001), Nominating Committee Member (1998), Session Co-Chair (2012, 2013, 2014) 
2nd International Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle Symposium, Program Chair, Session Co-Chair, Invited Panel  
 Member (2014) 
IUCN Species Survival Commission - Marine Turtle Specialist Group (1990-present) 
Texas Coordinator of Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network (1989-present) 
Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle Recovery Team (2002-2011), Follow-Up Recovery Team Meeting (2014) 
Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle Working Group (1986-present)  
Texas A&M University–Corpus Christi, Special Appointment to the Graduate Faculty (2017-2019) 
Gulf Center for Sea Turtle Research, Texas A&M University Galveston, Steering Committee (2018-2019) 
American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists (ASIH) (1985-present) 
Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles (SSAR) (1983-present) 
The Herpetologists' League, Inc. (1990-present) 
Chelonian Research Foundation (1993-present) 
The Texas Academy of Science (1992-2002, 2018-present) 
Southwestern Association of Naturalists (1992-present) 
Coastal and Estuarine Research Foundation (2019-present) 
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AWARDS AND HONORS 
International Sea Turtle Society Lifetime Achievement Award (Feb. 2018) 
Coastal Bend Bays Foundation, 2016 Coastal Community [Presented to the PAIS, Division of Sea Turtle Science 

and Recovery] (Nov. 2016) 
DOI, National Park Service (NPS), Performance Award (Oct. 2015) 
Texas Shores Magazine, Coastal Icon article (Fall/Winter 2014) 
Harte’s Heroes Legends of the Gulf 2014 (June 2014) 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2013 Endangered Species Recovery Champion Award - Agency Partner (May 2014) 
Texas Highways Magazine, Extraordinary Texans article (Sept. 2013) 
DOI, NPS, Director’s Award for Natural Resource Research for 2012 (Mar. 2013) 
DOI, National Park Service (NPS), Performance Award (Oct. 2012)  
DOI, NPS, Intermountain Regional Director’s Award for Natural Resource Research for 2012 (Oct. 2012) 
Corpus Christi Caller Times Newspaper 2011 Newsmaker of the Year (Jan. 1, 2012) 
DOI, National Park Service (NPS), Performance Award (Oct. 2011)  
DOI, National Park Service (NPS), Performance Award (Oct. 2010)  
DOI, National Park Service (NPS), Performance Award (Oct. 2009)  
DOI, NPS, Performance Award (Oct. 2008)  
DOI, NPS, Star Award (Sept. 2007) 
DOI, NPS, Star Award (Sept. 2006) 
NPS Intermountain Region Courage Award (Mar. 2006) 
YWCA Y Women in Careers Award (Mar. 2006) 
ABC World News Tonight Person of the Week (aired 29 July 2005) 
Houston Zoo’s Conservation Hero of the Month (July 2005) 
Department of the Interior (DOI), NPS, Quality Step Increase (2004) 
Coastal Bend Bays Foundation, Individual Coastal Contribution Award (2003) 
DOI, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Star Award (2003) 
Sierra Club, Lonestar Chapter, 2002 Herman Rudenberg Award (2003) 
Texas General Land Office, Individual Coastal Contribution Award (2002) 
DOI, USGS, Star Award (2001)  
U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service, Certificate of Appreciation (1998) 
DOI, NPS, Intermountain Field Area 1996 Field Director's Award for Natural Resources Research (1997) 
DOI, NPS, Southwest Cluster 1996 Natural Resource Research Award (1997) 
DOI, NPS, On-the-Spot Award (1997) 
DOI, USGS, Star Award (1996) 
DOI, National Biological Survey, Special Service Act, On-the-Spot Award (1996) 
U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Certificate of Recognition (1995) 
DOI, NPS, Southwest Region Award for Research in Natural Resources (1992) 
Southern Living Magazine Outstanding Southerner Honor (1992) 
DOI, NPS, Performance Award (1991) 
DOI, NPS, Special Act Service Award (1989) 
DOI, NPS, Special Achievement Award (1986) 
DOI, NPS, Special Achievement Award (1986) 
Caesar Kleberg Hall of Natural History Fellowship (1981-1984) 
Texas A&I University Biology Club Scholarship (1983) 
DOI, NPS Special Achievement Award (1982) 
 

PROFESSIONAL PROFILES AND LINKS TO WORK PRODUCTS 
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1379-8974 
GOOGLE SCHOLAR: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=BlA5gLYAAAAJ&hl=en 
GULFBASE: https://www.gulfbase.org/people/dr-donna-j-shaver 
FRONTIERS: https://loop.frontiersin.org/people/610704/overview 
PUBLONS: https://publons.com/researcher/2655702/donna-j-shaver/ 
RESEARCH GATE: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Donna_Shaver 
Herpetological Review Profile: https://herpetologistsleague.org/donna-shaver-profile/ 
Facebook: Padre Island NS Division of Sea Turtle Science & Recovery 
You Tube: Padre Island NS Division of Sea Turtles  
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Mirón, J. Peña, M. Tzeek, R. Valverde, C. Cantón, L. Howell, J. Ley, M. Tumlin, W. Teas, C.W. Caillouet Jr., 
E. Cuevas, B. Gallaway, P. Richards, and K. Mansfield. In Press. Predicted distributions and abundances of 
the sea turtle “lost years” in the western North Atlantic Ocean. Ecography. 

Shaver, D.J. In press. Sea Turtles of the Laguna Madre. Chapter for book titled Resources of the Laguna Madre of 
Mexico and Texas. Tunnell and Withers (editors). 

Backof, T.F., D.J. Shaver, J. Shelby Walker, and C.D. Marshall. 2019. Describing transient infertility in Kemp’s ridley 
sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii) in Texas, USA. Herpetological Review 50(2):272-274. 

Bevan, E.M., T. Wibbels, D. Shaver, J. Shelby Walker, F. Illescas, J. Montano, J. Ortiz, J.J. Pena, L. Sarti, B.M.Z. 
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ridley sea turtle in the Gulf of Mexico, Mexico and USA. Endangered Species Research 40:31-40. 

Rafferty, P., D.J. Shaver, H.R. Frandsen, and M. Montello. 2019. Lepidochelys kempii (Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle). 
Nesting. Herpetological Review 50(2):350. 

Reich, K.J., M.C. Lopez-Castro, D. Shaver, C. Iseton, K.M. Hart, C. Schmitt, and M. Hooper. 2019. Changes in the 
foraging strategy of Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempii) in the northern Gulf post Deepwater Horizon Spill. 
The 36th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation, Lima, Peru, p. 182-183. J.C. Mangel, 
A. Rees, M. Pajuelo, F. Cordova, and N. Acuna (compilers).  NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-
SEFSC-734. 

Shaver. D.J. 2019. Texas Sea Turtle Nesting and Stranding 2018 report. National Park Service, Department of the 
Interior. 22 pp. 

Shaver, D.J. and H.R. Frandsen. 2019. Eretmochelys imbricata (Hawksbill Sea Turtle). Nesting. Herpetological 
Review 50(2):350-351.   

Shaver, D.J., H.R. Frandsen, and J. Shelby Walker. 2019. Dermochelys coriacea (Leatherback Sea Turtle). 
Nesting. Herpetological Review 50(2):350.  

Shaver, D.J., H.R. Frandsen, J. Shelby Walker, M.A. Montello, S. Thurman, C.J. Nairn, B.M. Shamblin, P.H. Dutton, 
and A. Frey. 2019. Chelonia mydas (Green sea turtle). Nesting Behavior. Herpetological Review 50(3)555-
556. 

Shaver, D.J., J. Shelby Walker, T.F. Backof. 2019. Fibropapillomatosis prevalence and distribution in green turtles, 
Chelonia mydas, in Texas (USA) Diseases of Aquatic Organisms 136:175-182. 

Shaver, D.J. and M.M Streich. 2019. Sea turtles. In: Texans on the Brink, Threatened and Endangered Animals, p. 
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Stephenson Craven, K., J.Y.S. Hodgson, D.J. Shaver, J. Shelby Walker, M.R. Villalba-Guerra, and D.W. Owens. 
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Hart, K.M., A.R. Iverson, I. Fujisaki, M.M. Lamont, D. Bucklin, and D.J. Shaver. 2018. Marine threats overlap key 
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Najera. 2016. Development of a Kemp’s ridley sea turtle stock assessment model. Gulf of Mexico Science 
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Gallaway, B.J., W.J. Gazey, T. Wibbels, E. Bevan, D.J. Shaver, and J. George. 2016. Evaluation of the status of 
Kemp’s ridley sea turtle following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill.  Gulf of Mexico Science 33(2):192-
205. 

Howell, L.N., K.J. Reich, D.J. Shaver, and A.M. Landry, Jr., C.C. Gorga. 2016. Ontogenetic shifts in diet and habitat 
of juvenile green sea turtles in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico. Marine Ecology Progress Series. 559:217-
229. doi 10.3354/meps11897. 

Howell, L.N. and D.J. Shaver.  2016. Diet of green sea turtles along the Texas coast: A 15-year study. The 34th 
Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation, New Orleans, Louisiana, p. 235.  L. Belskis, A. 
Frey, M. Jensen, R. LeRoux, and K. Stewart (compilers).  NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-
701.   

Hurtado, L., X.de la Rosa-Reyna, M. Mateos, D.J. Shaver, J. Thiltges, R. Metz, J. Hill, and C. Johnson. 2016. 
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ridley turtles in the Gulf of Mexico. The 34th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, p. 239.  L. Belskis, A. Frey, M. Jensen, R. LeRoux, and K. Stewart (compilers).  
NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-SEFSC-701. 
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analysis to investigate ontogenetic shifts in diet and habitat by juvenile green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) 
along the Texas coast. The 33rd Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology and Conservation, Baltimore, 
Maryland, p. 141. T. Tucker, L. Belskis, A. Panagopoulou, A. Rees, M. Frick, K. Williams, R. LeRoux, and 
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Shaver, D.J., and C.W. Caillouet, Jr.  2015.  Reintroduction of Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempii) sea turtle to 
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in green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas): Relationships among external and internal tissues. Environmental 
Toxicology and Chemistry, 1-8. doi: 10.1002/etc.2650. 

Frey, A., P.H. Dutton, D.J. Shaver, J. Shelby Walker, and C. Rubio. 2014. Abundance of nesting Kemp’s ridley 
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