
Recommendations for the New GPE Strategic Plan 
 
The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) has worked to ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. It is vital that GPE’s new strategic 
plan directly calls for the promotion of inclusive education to support children with disabilities, 
and in particular girls with disabilities, who are often the most marginalized of populations. 
The new GPE strategic plan should also ensure that GPE efforts start when education is most 
effective: early childhood. 
 
In order to realize SDG 4.A, to provide inclusive and effective learning environments for all, and 
SDG 4.2, to ensure that all that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood 
development, necessary investments must be made to the pre-school years which provide a 
strong foundation for lifelong learning and offer early opportunities to discover developmental 
delays which can be accommodated to improve education throughout life. GPE’s strategic plan 
should directly state the importance of early childhood education, as supported by research,i and 
establish the goal of expanding its availability and quality to improve educational outcomes for 
generations to come.  
 
Following CSO1’s Top-line Recommendations for GPE’s Next Strategic Plan point number 4, 
“Scale-up focus and investments in disability inclusive education and ensure that all GPE 
operations, consultation processes, systems and technical support are oriented toward that goal,” 
as well as number 5, “Renew a targeted focus on improving holistic learning outcomes (i.e., 
literacy, numeracy, social and emotional skills), with a focus on inclusive, learner-centered 
approaches, by: a. Increasing the GPE’s programmatic focus and investments in early childhood 
education and development (ECED) and by adopting the Nurturing Care Framework,ii” we 
propose the following specific recommendations for the new GPE Strategic Plan, Operations and 
Results Frameworks, which are derived from the Leave No Child Behind research and GPE Donor 
Report,iii the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Article 24: Right to Inclusive 
Education,iv the IDA Inclusive Education Global Report,v and the UNESCO Global Education 
Monitoring (GEM) Report 2020.vi 
 
GPE should: 
 
1. Play a leading role in scaling up funding to early education by increasing disability-inclusive 

early education and pre-primary funding for all countries in need, including those affected by 
humanitarian crises and including all children at risk of being excluded. 

2. Ensure that GPE’s new Results Framework includes clear inclusive early education indicators, 
including:  

a. “Increased participation rate in organized learning (one year before the official 
primary entry age)” as per SDG 4.2.2.vii 

b. “Increased number of children with disabilities enrolled and supported with adapted 
infrastructure and materials for students with disabilities at every level of education 
beginning with pre-primary” as per SDG 4.A.1,viii using the Washington Group Set of 



Questions and the Child Functioning modulesix to collect disaggregated data on 
inclusion of children with disabilities. 

c. Making sure GPE’s teacher development indicators show the reach of inclusive 
education and early education training, the content and benefit of the trainings, and 
that GPE and partners promote implementation of inclusive pedagogies. 

3. Work with country governments and Local Education Groups (LEGs) to prioritise inclusive, 
pre-primary and early education in sector planning and implementation, with a strong focus 
on equity, by fully including children with disabilities. 

4. Develop tools and sector guidelines to help countries plan and implement inclusive early 
education with stronger collaboration with health and social protection sectors to promote 
early detection and intervention. 

5. Incentivise investments in disability inclusion and early childhood education by prioritising 
equity throughout Education Sector Programme Implementation Grants (ESPIGs). 

6. Establish a GPE Focus Group on Disability Inclusive Education, which would support the 
delivery of the Implementation Plan by leading and contributing to the realization of relevant 
outcomes and develop tools and methodologies and assess their impact and collaborate in 
the development of knowledge products related to inclusive education. Civil society partners 
could support this work. 

 
In each of these actions, it is vital to ensure that: 
• The voices of learners, organisations of parents of children with disabilities and all 

marginalised groups are heard – nothing about us without us. 
• All learners feel valued and respected, and can enjoy a clear sense of belonging. 
• All learners means everyone, regardless of their disabilities, gender, race, identity, cultural or 

socio-economic backgrounds. 
 
Supported by: 
 
Able Child Africa 

ACTIONAID INTERNATIONAL 

Amal Alliance 

American Foundation for the Blind 

Arab Campaign for Education for All (ACEA) 

Arabian Child Academy  

Association for Farmers Rights Defense, AFRD  

Association pour le développement Economique Social Culturel Quartier Las-Palmas 

Barnabas Charity Outreach 

Basic Education Coalition 

Building Tomorrow 



Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE) 

Campagna Globale per la Educazione GCE - Italy 

Care and Protection of Children (CPC) Learning Network at Columbia University 

CBM Christian Blind Mission 

ChildFund Alliance 

Childhood Education International 

Coalition Education 

Colectivo de Educacion para todas y todos de Guatemala  

CONAMEPT 

CORAFID CENTRE FOR INNOVATION AND RESEARCH 

Disabled People’s International 

DUKINGIRE ISI YACU 

Early Childhood Development Action Network (ECDAN) 

Early Childhood Development Task Force 

Enrichment Center Ethiopia (ECE) 

European Network of Migrant Women 

Finn Church Aid  

FOKUS -Forum for Women and Development 

Food for the Hungry 

Free the Marginalized Women Advocates (FREMWA)  

Fundacion Arcoiris por el respeto a la diversidad sexual 

Gatef Organization 

GCE Germany 

GCE Norway 

Ghana National Education Campaign Coalition (GNECC) 

Global Action Nepal  

Global Campaign for Education Netherlands 

Global Campaign for Education-US 

Global Kids 

Global March Against Child Labour 

GlobalGirl Media 



GlobalPartnersUnited 

Humanity & Inclusion 

iACT 

IAS Denmark 

ICEVI LATINOAMÉRIC 

Inclusion International 

Initiatives des Femmes en Situations Difficiles pour le Développement Durable et Intégré, 
IFESIDDI 

International Aid Services Kenya 

International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment, North 
American/Caribbean Region 

International Disability Alliance 

International Federation of Fe y Alegría 

International Rescue Committee 

International Youth Alliance for Family Planning (IYAFP) 

Joy For Children Uganda 

Kindernothilfe e.V. (KNH) 

Kupenda for the Children 

Light for the World 

Madrasa Early Childhood Programme - Zanzibar 

Mexican Foundation for Family Planning 

Millennium Development Center Gusau 

Movement for Support of Quality Education in Afghanistan (MSQEA) 

Moving Minds Alliance 

National Assembly of Pakistan 

National Christian Development Organization (NCDO) 

NGO Bridge of Hope 

Nhaka Foundation 

Partnership for Early Childhood Development & Disability Rights (PECDDR) 

PDRC International  

Plan International 

PUNTNEFA 



Pyramid Model Australia 

Radanar Ayar Association 

RECI - Swiss Network for Education and International Cooperation 

RESULTS UK 

RISE Institute 

RNIB 

Royal Dutch Kentalis 

Rukmini Foundation 

Salzburg Global Seminar 

Sangath 

Save the Children 

Send My Friend to School 

Sense International  

Sesame Workshop 

St. Cloud State University 

Talent Search International 

The Action Foundation 

The Iraqi Institution for Development  

The Norwegian Association of Disabled (NAD) 

Theirworld 

Tripla Difesa Onlus 

Union de l’Action Féministe 

University of Gondar 

Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) 

Watch on Basic Rights Afghanistan Organization (WBRAO) 

World Learning  

World Vision International 

ZAPDD 
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For more information, please contact Tom Sabella, Inclusive Education & ECCE Partnership 
Coordinator with Light for the World and the Global Campaign for Education-US at:  
tsabella@gce-us.org  


