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We engaged. We empowered. We achieved.

Dear Friend,

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” — Margaret Mead

Margaret Mead’s quote aptly describes our achievements over this past year. ACNJ’s campaign to
develop stronger policies and programs for children from birth to age 3 has grown exponentially.
Our collective voices helped bring in millions in state and federal funding to improve New Jersey’s
child care system and expand high-quality preschool. In addition, parents will now have more time
to bond with their newborns, thanks to New Jersey’s strengthened paid family leave program.

Our work would not be possible without your support, your voice or your advocacy. More people
joined with ACNJ than ever before, lending their name and sharing their stories to create a
powerful narrative.

As a result of our reputation for independence and a steadfast commitment to children and
families, ACNJ was also chosen to lead the statewide non-profit Census 2020 outreach effort this
year. Effective advocacy requires accurate data. We have a once-in-a-decade opportunity to ensure
that all of New Jersey’s residents, especially our youngest children, will count in the 2020 Census.

Please join me in celebrating this year’s achievements, as we look forward to the work ahead in
creating brighter futures for New Jersey’s children.

Gerard Theirs
Chair, Board of
Trustees

/] . Cecilia Zalkind
[ ‘ 4 he ( " Sy %,.Uv-/& President & CEO
Gerard Theirs Cecilia Zalkind
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for Children
@24 million

in increased state
child care funds

(520 million

to expand state-funded
preschool to additional

districts

“$9 million

in state funding for
census outreach

Child care providers make the case
for increased funding at May news
conference at the State House.

April

ACNJ awarded Pritzker Children’s
Initiative grant to continue statewide
prenatal-to-3 advocacy agenda, with a
focus on coordinating early childhood
systems and developing sustainable
financing strategies in early care

and education.

In partnership with the National
Institute for Early Education
Research, ACNJ moves forward with
statewide efforts to ensure successful
preschool expansion, presenting at

38 meetings with school districts

and providers.

Achieving Big Wins

102,000+

website views

Engaging and
Empowering
Critical Voices

A crucial piece to ACNJ’s advocacy is our collaboration with our
many partners. From mobilizing families and child care providers to
rally at the State House to equipping advocates with the resources
and tools they need, we ensure children’s voices are heard.

May

ACNJ delivers a petition to
Governor Murphy and legislative
leadership with more than 1,100
signatures from child care providers
and supporters, calling for additional
child care subsidy funding in the

state budget.

Strolling Thunder New Jersey
2019 brings 350 parents, advocates
and young children to rally at the
State House, bringing attention to
what babies need to thrive: strong
families, healthy starts and positive
early learning environments.

200 babies protested at the Statehouse.
And they got results.

TRENTON

Kids Count

June @

ACNJ releases Trenton Kids
Count, in partnership with the
Burke Foundation and the Smith
Family Foundation of New Jersey.
This data book is the first Trenton
Kids Count report in nearly 20 years.

Governor Murphy signs the
2020 budget into law that
includes $24 million in increased
child care funds, $20 million to
expand preschool to additional
districts and $9 million for state
and local census outreach.

' 1 80+ mentions in the news
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early childhood champions
engaged in direct advocacy

parents/caregivers and professionals
received information and assistance
regarding the legal rights of children

stakeholders participated in
regional forums on improving
child welfare in the 21¢ century,
sponsored by ACNJ and the

NJ Dept. of Children and Families

Effective advocacy depends on strong data. Much

of ACNJ’s Kids Count reports rely on census data to
build a picture of child well-being across the state. As
New Jersey and the rest of the nation prepare for the
upcoming 2020 Census, ACNJ is working tirelessly
with national groups, state officials and community
leaders to ensure an accurate count.

parents, caregivers and
advocates trained on
education law and advocacy

Sunday Star Ledger
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We must protect kids
from lead exposure

Cecilia Zalkind and Peter Chen  Gues Columuises

protests outside the MTV Video Music Awards. In response
to the high lead levels, the city and state have begun an
ambitious plan o replace the city’s aging lead water pipes
in under three years. Essex County already plans to lend
$120 million toward the cause,

July

ACNJ takes the lead on statewide
census outreach, with special
emphasis on improving the count

of the state’s young children.

Trenton community conver-
sations begin. Following the release

September

Lead exposure:

not just a Newark problem
ACNJ’s op-ed, published in

The Star Ledger, reinforces the
need to implement a comprehensive
prevention strategy to eliminate lead
exposure once and for all.

Governor Murphy directs

$30 million in federal funding
to child care. With $24 million in
state funds, this brings the total child
care investment to $54 million. The

Save the Date:

December 4, 2019

of Trenton Kids Count, community Murphy Administration says it is ACNJ’s 4" Annual
members discuss how to unite and “making child care a priority given its .
strengthen policies for children and essential role in supporting working Breakf ast Celebration
families in the families and the importance of quality
capital city. care in early childhood development.” 8:30 a.m.
The Clubhouse at
1 2 5 + November Galloping Hills
Kids Count County Pocket Country Club
participants in Guide and Rankings 3 Golf Drive

Kids Count
Community
Conversations

Find out how children are faring in
New Jersey’s 21 counties, in the areas
of family economic stability, health,
safety and education.

Kenilworth, NJ 07033



A heartfelt thank you to all of our supporters for your steadfast dedication to New Jersey’s children

and for your generous donations to ACNJ in 2018. Our work would not be possible without you.

Foundations and Grants

Alliance for Early Success

Annie E. Casey Foundation

DentaQuest Foundation

Every Child Matters Education Fund

First Focus

IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ

Henry & Marilyn Taub Foundation

Legal Services of New Jersey

Maher Charitable Foundation

Partners for America’s Children

Redlich Horwitz Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

The Burke Foundation

The Fund for New Jersey

The Merancas Foundation, Inc.

The Nicholson Foundation*

The Prudential Foundation

The Schumann Fund for New Jersey

The Smith Family Foundation of
New Jersey

Turrell Fund*

Victoria Foundation

Zero to Three National Center for
Infants, Toddlers and Families

$2,500 and Over

David Earling & Maria Nicolo

Laura & John Overdeck*

Rita & Stuart Grant*

PSE&G Foundation*

Maher Charitable Foundation*

Richard Trenk® & The Victor and
Pearl Tumpeer Foundation Trust*

Alan & Cecilia Zalkind*®

$1,000 - $2,499

Darrin W. Anderson, Sr., Ph.D.*

Teresa Buccarelli*®

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia*

College of Education and Human
Services, Montclair State University*

Mary Coogan & Stephen Reuning*®

Brett and Sue Flynn Family Foundation*

Lee & Lisa Forrester*®

Sara Gibbons

Jeffrey Jennings

Charles & Mary Macksoud

Frank Messineo (Solutions
Architechture)*®

Partners for Health

Robert & Cynthia Rice*

Samuel G. Huber and Catherine Weiss

Kendell Sprott, J.D., M.D.*

Lorri Sullivan

Melissa Tass¢, Ph.D.® & The Honey
Bee Foundation*

The Frederick W.H. Fischer Fund of the
Community Foundation of New Jersey

Sara Thom and Marc Hanes*®

$500 - $999

Kathryn A. Brock*®

Ronald Chaluisan* & Newark Trust
for Education*

Coalition of Infant/Toddler Educators
(CITE)*

Henry Alfred Coleman, Ph.D.

Kathleen Comini

Brenda Considine*®

Jonathan & Jenny Crumiller

Diane Dellanno

Amanda L. DiScala*®

Diane Genco

Gail L. Houlihan*®

Robert Jones

Veena Kataria

Gigi Loh*

Colleen Maguire

Gregory Mantsios

New Jersey Association for Infant
Mental Health*

NJ Association for the Education
of Young Children*

New Jersey Community Capital*

NJ State Employee Charitable
Campaign

Julie Nortillo

Oliver Quinn

Deborah Stahl & Lydia Whitefield*

Statewide Network for New Jersey's
Afterschool Community*

Robert & Mary Sterling*

The Concord Advisory Group*

Gerard Thiers & ASAH*

Elaine Zarzecki

$250 -$499

Michelle Begina

Marcia Bennett*

Arturo Brito M.D., MPH*®
Bonnie & Michael Carter
Complete Document Solutions
Hendricks Davis*®
Dennis Mc Carthy
Maurice Elias, Ph.D.*®
Susan C. Esquilin, Ph.D.*
Joanne Fillimon

Vito & Marie Gagliardi*®
Geraldine B. Gomez
Joseph & Nancy Irenas
Gina Lucas

Patricia Natale

Charles Niforos

Kathleen Pascual

James & Nancy Quinn
Maureen & Ciro Scalera*
Kathleen M. Scales

Linda Sharples

Inge Pihl Spungen*®

The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Joanne Travaglini

Linnea Weiland

Rose Zeltser*®

$1-$249

Antoinnette and Sam Abdelmalek
Beatriz Alcaraz

Jen Andretta*

Stephanie Andujar*

Brian Baker

Laura Baker

Monique Baptiste-Good*
Adriana M. Birne
Grosvenor & Elizabeth Blair
Graciele Blanco*

Michelle Bobrow

Marion Bolden

Beatrice Bork

Noah Brennan-Greenbaum
John J. Callahan

James E. Canning*

Yevette Carmichael*
Camilo Castillo*

Lisa Caton

Areti Chaves®

Richard Chen

Arnold Cohen*

Parinaz Cole

Therersa Comprelli McCutcheon*
Mary Connolly*

Edith Coogan

Lorraine Cooke, Ed.D.*®
Annie Corley-Hand

Cecilia Cosca

Brandon Costa

Chris Martin Cottino*
Vicki M. Cowan

Albert & Joan Daly
Odessa Davis

Jessica de Koninck*
Joseph Della Fave*
Anthony & Jennifer Dellanno
Ralph & Barbara Dellanno
Diane G. DeMuth
Antonio Dinizo*

Ellen Kelly Donati & Joseph Donati
Suzanne Donini

Reginald & Gwen Dorsey*
Corinne Driver*

Lorraine D'Sylva-Lee*

Jay Duco

Marie Dukes*

Molly Dunn*

Katherine Farley
Catherine Felegi®

Martin A. Finkel, D.O.
David Fischer

Rachel Fisch-Kaplan*
Mike & Jeannine Flanagan
Luther Flurry

Judith Forbes

Forgotten Constituent 491
Ellen Frede

Laurence E. Fundler, Esq.*
Frank & Gilda Fuscaldo
Frank, Angel & Gina Fuscaldo
Anthony Gagliardi

Mary P. Gallagher

Raquel Garcia

Samuel T. Garretson, Jr.
Eugene Giufurta®

Sandra Goldstein

Ruth Gubernick

Rebecca Guess

Charles Lee Harp, Jr.
David Harris, Jr.*

Karen Hartshorn Hilton*
Chrishanna Harvey
Cathryn Hendon*®

Lorna Henkel

Lanae Herman

Eloisa Hernandez Ramos
James R. Hester, Jr.
Dorothea Hiebing
Jennifer R. Hill

Carolyn & Erick Hjembo
Kimberly Hoessly

Horizon Foundation of New Jersey
Aimee Hunnewell

Natalie M. Jefferson
Nancy Johnson & Larry Filler
Jaime Kaiser

Edgar Kaplan

Kenneth Kayser

Trudy June Kemp
Thomas & Michelle King
Liza Kirschenbaum*®
Michael Krasner

Nancy Lauter®

David Lazzeri, Jr.

Corinne LeBaron*

Lana Lee

Eric Lee

Kate & Bruce Lee*®
Ronnie Lerner

Debra Levy

Reginald Lewis*

Frances A. Licht

Melissa Litwin*

Samantha Lott-Velez*

James Louis*®

Mark Lowenthal, Psy.D.
James Lukenda and Maura Lockhart
Beverly Lynn*

Judith S. Mack

William Maher

Linda Z. Malkin

Steven & Amy Marcus
Valerie Y. Mauriello*

David W. McLean

Francis Meehan

Cynthia B. Newman*
Raymond Ocasio*

Joseph E. O'Reilly

Shilpa Pai*®

Nancy Parello*

Charles Payne

Robin Peacock*

Cornelia Peckman and Allan Reiss*
Francesca Peckman and Ken Kraus
Joseph A. Pendergast
Frank Eugene Petrucci*
Sylvia Pfeffer

Maria Picone

Maria Pinho*

Nicholas Plotnikoff
Roberta Polton

Nicole Pratt

Sheldon & Linda Presser*®
Dominic Prophete
Christine Allison Ray
Barbara Reisman & Eric Scherzer*
Vincent Renda

Kristin Ries

Eve Robinson*

Jennifer Robinson, Ed.D.*
Barry Royce

Rush Russell*

Keith Santulli

Marie Sasso*

Katherine Shoemaker*®
John Gordon Slater

Jill Slattery

Joseph Sommers & Annette Crowley
Eric Spierer

Thomas Spychalski

Davia Strachan*

Annette Strickland*
Joseph Suozzo

Lynn M. Suter

Meghan Tavormina*®
Elmoria Thomas*

Nancy Thomson

Jessica Tobiason

Christin Traba

Paul Tractenberg

Trenk, DiPasquale, Della Fera, Sodono*
Alana Vega

Charles Venti*

Susanne M. Walsh

Cathy Wasserman, Esq.*®
Joan Weiss

William Weiss

Deborah Weyland

Lorene Wilkerson*
Suzanne & Robert Williamson
Michele Williers*
Catherine Wilson*

Anne Wyville

Corina Yildiz

YourCause, LLC

Raphael Zack

Marietta B. Zacker*
Elizabeth S. Zellner
Thomas Zsiga

* Donors who also supported ACNJ’s annual breakfast.

© Donors who became sustaining donors in 2018.

We have made every effort to ensure the information contained on these pages is accurate and complete. If you were an ACNJ supporter in 2018, but find your name
has been omitted, misspelled or listed under an incorrect heading, please contact us at (973) 643-3876.
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" children who have no voice and no vote.
Our work results in:

35 Halsey Street
Newark, NJ 07102
(973) 643-3876
(973) 643-9153 (fax)

advocates@acnj.org

Advocates for Children of New Jersey (ACNJ) is the trusted, Wa nt to Co nn ect

independent voice putting children’s needs first for more than

40 years. A cornerstone of ACNJ’s success is our independence. Wi t h AC N J ?

« We are non-partisan and accept no state funding for

advocacy, giving us the freedom to speak up for

Ope{d
[=]

www.achj.org

@ better laws and policies, R

@ more effective funding and @ Yﬂu
@ stronger services for children and families.

@ACNIForKids

This means more children are given the chance
to grow up safe, healthy and educated.
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