
Strong RX Pricing Reforms and Improvements to the Medicare Dental Provisions Must be
Included in the Final Reconciliation Package

September 20, 2021

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Chairman Wyden,

We write to you today, in light of the House Ways and Means and Energy and Commerce Committee
votes on their portions of the reconciliation package this week regarding improvements to the Medicare
program. The undersigned organizations representing diverse interests, including consumer safety, public
health, business, faith-based, racial justice and labor organizations, urge you to build on the positive
reforms in the House package by including the Ways and Means Committee proposal to lower drug
prices, improving the expanded Medicare dental benefits that were passed in both committees, and further
improving and expanding Medicare by capping out of pocket expenses for Medicare beneficiaries and
lowering the Medicare eligibility age to at least 60.

We applaud the inclusion of provisions by the Ways and Means Committee to lower prescription drug
prices for both Medicare beneficiaries, and individuals with group health plans or coverage offered in the
group or individual market, and are extremely disappointed in the tie vote in the Energy and Commerce
Committee that failed to advance those drug price reform provisions. We are committed to ensuring that
the Ways and Means proposal is included in the final House bill.

We strongly encourage the Senate to protect and improve upon these reforms when they consider the
Build Back Better Act. Negotiations and price spike protections should apply to a wide array of
prescription drugs, extend beyond Medicare and be strictly enforced. Medicare negotiations should bring
our prices closer to those paid in other large, wealthy countries. Advancing the strongest reform possible
is not only the right thing to do in its own right, but stronger reform also has the potential to provide
hundreds of billions of dollars in savings to reinvest in bolstering coverage. Conversely, any weakening of
drug pricing reform would reduce savings.

With significant savings from lowering drug prices, it is a crucial time to address other needs of Medicare
enrollees and improve health care for millions of older Americans. Given the challenges seniors faced
during the COVID-19 pandemic, it is time to deliver the relief they need. The House reconciliation bill
rightfully includes expanded access to dental, hearing and vision services for Medicare beneficiaries;
however, as it is currently written, the House bill requires an unaffordable level of cost-sharing for dental
services that will prevent millions of Medicare beneficiaries from using the benefit. Further, the House
bill will not phase in the dental benefit until 2028, leaving older adults without the dental care they need
for far too long. The bill also leaves out the 23 million older adults who would gain healthcare coverage
through lowering the Medicare eligibility age to at least 60 years of age, and fails to cap the out-of-pocket
costs that can be impossible for older Americans to pay.

President Biden has been very clear that his vision for recovery must meet the needs and priorities of
BIPOC communities. Swiftly phasing-in Medicare benefit expansion to include comprehensive dental



services with no copays and lowering the eligibility age would help increase coverage and access to care
for communities of color who are disproportionately uninsured or underinsured.

While the Ways and Means committee included important reforms to expand and improve Medicare, far
more must be done to meet the urgency and need of today. We call on Congressional leadership to build
upon the House reconciliation legislation—not cave to the pharmaceutical lobby’s demands—by
protecting the prescription drug pricing reforms, including comprehensive dental, vision and hearing
benefits in Medicare with improvements to the Medicare dental benefits so that all seniors have access to
dental care as soon as possible, adding an out of pocket cap for Medicare beneficiaries, and lowering the
eligibility age to at least 60 in the final reconciliation package.

Sincerely,
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